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_ents, his cultural ideas are;quite naive, He. reduces, England: to bgauj:iful
. women who could, be rendered inferior . by his sexual energy. Ti is interest-
g -t note . that . for- Mustafa only his bedroom is where he finds  his

~.emotional identity:. just as in the Sudan, where he eventually goes back,
~ the Tocked .toom with. its English -books and ‘furniture,becomes‘. his true
. intellectual identity. If the West represents for him intellect and mind, the, East
is reduced to incense,phalius and ‘bed. The equation,despite. its gross,.gen—
eralaization, reflects Mustafa’s confllict of the two values, which are both
false in the final analysis, since neithet the East nor the "West cain be redunced
to labels and naive formulac. o
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anomaheu lite Mevrsanlt have no place in this w mlf‘, since pcople are
Judged rot by what they think of themselves but by what they do.
© Meursult’s killing of the Arab, ne matter how hard he tries to rationatize
it, or expl'uns it, or justifies lt isa bleach of cuitural codes and values which
even the colonial French Iaw refused to condone pumanly because Meuls—
- ault did not Seem to be a normal person from the “cultural pomt of
view . A recent critic offers the foliowing lllSlght

L Any Arab hstenmg to the proceedings which lead
to Meursanit’s death might well be exused for
commenting that the Furopeans execute a white man
for shooting a native only if he also happens to
have violated '@ white man’s -taboo about ‘the
correct way to behave at a funeral {17).

In Season of Migration to the North, Mustafa’s odyssey to Englandis
marked by’ academic excellence, Social: mobility, and by utter failure to ‘adj-
~ ust himself to the vaiues of the new culture: “a noble- man whose mind was
- able to absorb Western civilization,” (18) 'His bedroom, which - reeks of
" sandal wood incense and ivory, is the center of his: own cuiture and world
“(p: 30). In.it the drums ol Africa, the heat of its tropical forests, and the
memories ‘of past invaders, ‘British, French- and Italian’ (p. 95) keep onire--
" minding Mustafa of the alien world he is thrown into. For Mustafa, .cuttu—
ral ascendency could be a achieved in this bedroom, with an English woman.

*-. His bedroom epltomizes . the East and it is where both Moustafa’s sexual

v démiination.: - ... . O

energies and the British women’s- bodies are wasied. According to Musta'a,

the East seems to be a glant phaﬂus whose might could conquer the West
-and restore confldence to an already shattmed Dersonahty Mustafa t’hmlcs
that he can assert his 1dent1ty through sexual doniination (19) The dch of
_ mlomahsm, and Il]lperlal ruthlsssness are equated w;th conquelmg ‘the

bodies of Enghsh ‘wome : “so that when'T slept with a’ woman it was” ‘as if
I slept with a whole harem simultaneously” (p. 31). His wife, whom he kills,

" on théir bed ‘with an- African- dagger-slowly inserted -between her breasts
represents Mustafa’s final surrender fo the illusion that the dagger (litera—
ly.and symbiicatty) is the weapon he must -use to subject the. West tO\hlS

Mustafa’s successes in the academic sphere at quite an early agei are
countered by his cultural maladjustinents. Despite his academic achievem-
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: subhumam, Snmlar to crawling reptites: “they’d stipped like lizards under
cover of the rock” (p. 65). None cf them is individuated, none of them
hasa personality, a name OF an identity. They are hooed characters who
coltaborate with the inclement weather to push Meursault to kill one of them:

Tt struck me that all | had to do wasto

turn back, walk away, and think no more

about it. But the whole beach, pulsing with

heat, was pressing on my back. took some

steps towards . the Streani. The Arab didn’t move.
After all, there was stifl some distance between

us. Pethaps because of the shadow on his face, he
seemed to be grinuing at me. {p. 67)-

- Not that the Arab victim is inpocent, this is an  irrelevant qucSthll for . the

narrator. It is Meursault who gradually turns into a tragic figure gaining
~ thestatus of -an ihuminated and liberated hero who has been victimized by
. the valyes and institutions surrounding him. His indictment . is not based
.~ onthe crime of killing the Arab{which was notacrime punishable by death)
+ butonthe]j Jurys. dppratsalof Meursault’s character” (14). The real yictim

in The Oufsider is not the Arab who lost his life but Meutsauit ~who <ilts
him.

The events in the novel move us into the conclusion that of all the
. characte1s French and Arabs, it is only Mvmsa.ult who issansitive to the alien
©, culiure amund him, It bothers hnn it hurts him, and [inally if drives
him to murder. The others, [riends and neighbours, conlront the same cuiture,
but Meursauit alone i8 yulnerable: He remains, culturally (pure’, or immune
to the Algerian surrounding. it is this ‘purity’ that leands to his dowvaiall
i tideyesof thosc who try him. Notthat he  has killedan innocett Arab,but

"because of the ‘purity’ of his cultural att;tuaas toat wm ine  oloers
_ "dgamst Lim.

Paladomcaﬂy, as Meulwu& s cotidemation by the Frcrch Brows Imore
~ intense, Wis . undcrstandmg of himself and of the others becomes ‘more
. subtle.His confhct Wlth the alien culfure has eventually led to .his downfall

for he becornes. d“dxsturbmgmctor to the Vdillt,bo f his companions (15) Un

_the other udnd he rejects their pseudcoﬁ values and by so doing be shocks

his ewn cultme for “not accepiing the mles of 1ts ‘game” (16). Cultural
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. Her. mind,. confused by the heat, shifts to the * moreserxous business of
. her. hfe” (p 14), her relatlonshlp With Ronny At that time, reailzmg ‘her
. ownf problem of “not to love the man one’s going to marry”, “she * féels
“like 8. mountameer whosa rope has “broken” (p 148) ‘Fora seconid she

thinks that love isnot everything to a successful matriage. But with the
handsome Aziz holding her hand, #sking' hini'about marriage and-chil—
dren, speculating about ~‘hi§ attractivé hppedrence,' thick * hair 'and {ine
skin and about the attriétion ‘of the women of his own' race’and rank to him,
she is perpaps stricken by a'form of Sexual'hiystetia: ' i“a- ‘virgin *s fancy in
a hot coun: Ty, e (Il) S‘1e suffers a tcrrlfymg experlencc and enters the
cave thlnkmg that Aaz dttempteu ‘to" rape “her. Lo

What really happens in.the cave is dchbertely Ieft ambiguous, for
.. Forster is after its symbolic eff’ects Miss Quested, the ~product of the
Westem World with‘all its common Sense’and emotional  denial;’ is now
face to face w;th another force ‘that she “cansiot understand.” Confirsed
by the natural mystry and by the heat end dust she "undergoes a conftict
N ‘between body and spirit, an expression of the cl‘vsh between the rational
_; West and the mysterlous emotional Esdst. "The 'incidént 'of 'the caves is
. central to. the meamng ‘of the novel aince 'it represents, in “Gransden’s
words, “India’s tefusal to make Sense according to the rulesof Westem
‘ Ioglc” (12) ‘
" The. Statement undelscores “the ‘gap separatlng"thé two cultires: The
, I,‘cultule of Indla w1th its’ sun, heat, and passxons ‘rind ‘the outture " Of ‘the
' Enghsh with its cotd and calculating’ logic. And" Forster in'“theissue’ of
,‘l‘llcuIturaI clash Seems to be echomg KlplmgS words that the Ea.st and West
=‘are the “twms [that] will never ‘mieet. B ‘ .
In Albert Camuss The' Oumder, the concept of culture centers
- on heat .dust, sea, and the Arab) :um.ult 1s a Frenchman who is hvm g
among the French, but his ,urroundmg is alien to him, HlS frlends
his ideas, and his work are concerned with the French. Even his mother’s

daath Seems to tdke place in France:” “the" tlegrani’ from thie Horme says :

: your mother paSSed aw ay. ”(13)Only the detaily of sand and’ heatrefitind,
. the reader of the Algerian culfure: ““Ii was like a ‘furiace outSide
no sunhght splmtermg into” Flakes'of " fire oil the sahd- and seas” (P63,
_‘See also pp. 60, 61). The Arabs who forni the background of the'siory,
" are portrayed as capable of mischief and haiin only. They seem 10 be
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hatred ¢{ and cruelty towards l:he bl:scks is duc o a_clash with “His own
culture , place and moment in time. ”(7) W'hen Kurtz opts for 'Africa he
opts for material gains and riches but his failure in the end is due to the
fact that he is treating Africa in terms of Curopean matcriahsm oras - Jacques
Berthoud puts. it “what made sense in Ex urope fio ‘longer makes  sense in
Afnca” ® One "of ‘the essential - lrutl ¢ tlhat »'Marlow - faces <‘when  he
confronts the alien culttre i§ that ~ “people do not' express - their true -
1dent1t1es but rather the roIPs asangc,cl to them by theircultural ;situati-
n? (9) T S T
Kurtzs attltude 1s the sum ‘total of the Gittural ‘Sithation axpﬁeted .
of. aEuropean in Aﬁlca in the mneteenth centmy, and Kiirtz’§ ‘true idefi—
tity finds its expyesmon in his_ ruthlessaness towards the natwes T Kidrtz™
were, {0, behave otherwlqe he would havo been thought of as a fallure .
in terms -of. economic eXpl(lltatlon o

ETRR

< Inin Forsterls - A Passage .to [ndm, the culturai ba;:rlers whlch mlhtate
againstthe .acceptance : of DriAziz. in the..English. Community is ,c_o_u‘n-l;‘ | i
ter~balanced by Miss: Quested’s fantasies - excited.. by, the..alien . land of C
India, its heat and-its. caves. Ronny, her future husband has no compii—
nctions and no scruples aboul: Justlce, since for h1m it in an English
concept and non-commensutate when apphed to lnd:ans Dr. AZIZ, hlS con-
trast, is compassionate, understandlng and handsome Hls closeness to
Miss. Quested. .and,:the beauty. of hxs physzque iead to her emotlonal
outhurts .and ; the . accusation ..of Dr Azlz as attemptmg to rape her

. 'WhenrMiss: Quested - comes o India, she expects fo see.a fneze .that. .

should move ‘her; instead ~India blurs’ ‘all her impressions. Tt bonfiises
dlstmctlons “doobra looks like a tree, - a Snake’ Hikea stick;an eiephant &
like ahll!(l()) Furthermore, what happens il the " caves “thréatend,nd  the -
poSSlbIlltleS ‘of human - harmony thiough affection and goodwﬂl 'Before !
Miss Questcd ‘and Dt Aziz enter thé caves, they encountéra héat' haze;
a dlstmctly Indian element of éulture which ‘hds- serioiis * repercussions- o
on ‘the development of the Tiovel; “the sun was- ‘getting high, the air felt'
like 2 warm Dbath into which hotter water is trickling  ccrrtertlyy
temperature ‘Tose’ and’Tose, thé . boulder said‘l amalive’;: the: small stones

answered 1 am aliicst alive!” Bétween:the chinks-lay. the ashes: of »little
plants;” “(p.  147), " Fotster deliberatiey emphasized :the effect of the- heat .

and thesun on Miss Quested as an element conducive to cuitural clash
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. The conguest of the earth, which mestly
. means the taking it away from those who
_have a different compiexion or slightly
flatter noses than ourselves, iS not a
pretty thing.when,you look into it too much (4.

In the words of Cedric Wattes, “again and again the lale asks by what nght
people of one color dare to impose themseives on people of another® '(5).
Kurtz is a successful -station manager from the European pers-
pective bccause he amasses more irory than any of the other station
managers: “..Mr. Kurtz was the best agent... an exceptional man, of the
greatest importance to the company,” (p.23) and because of his extra-
Ol”dlnarv ability toget the natives to help him: “Kurtz got the tribe to -
totlow him... They adored. him” (p. 56-57). Kurtz isolates himself in the
inner station, with no Furopeans around, as il he wants to immerse
himself in the Aftica he is ruthlessly abusing. His cultural prejudices of belon-"
ging to colonlal Europe which held to the supremacy of the technolo-
gical over the less technological renders him ruthless and makes him -
thmx of himsef as being a god. As Kenneth Graham has observed:

At thc central station, Marlow morally deplores

the ‘.‘m;becﬂe rapacity of the white men and

asso’ciate;s‘; the unreality of the scene around

him with that human capacity (6).
Opposition to Kurtz is punishable by death with the head of the victim
put on the S_Lake, outside Kurtz’s houss (p. 59). His relationship with the
natives does not foster a healthy cultural exchange, since Kurtz treats
the natives in terms of marketable commodities. His practices crimes, ,
material Success and even-the ivoryhe sends fo Europe = do not ex(merate N
him from the gunlt that crushed him: The success he has en_]oyed becomes”
meapingless and empty in front of all the misery he has caused, and
which: paradoxically turns against him. His final words “The horror! The X
horror!?” could. epitomize the abyss into which he has fallen as a result '
of the clash between the colonially— used - culture and the colomally—orl—
ented one. 4 :

. The tension between the primitive society he attaches himself to and .

his civilized personality is_so strong that' he is either to yield to ‘the
primitive’ completely ot to reject it. His rejection, which manifests itselfin. his -
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between nations seems to be possible, but on a deeper level, this unders—
tanding turns out to be transient, supetficial, or effected.

The novels discussed below are classics ol the modern age: each
novel has defied critical cxageses, and each novel enjoys a tantalizing

obliqueness. More impcrtartly for our in mediate purpose, each novel -

sheds some light on the concept of culture, and also in  each novel,
culture acquires a meaning different from the other. ' )
“Culture” in these novels could refer to isofation, nature, race,

color, dust,, heut and sex. To examine tthe fovels f1om the cultulal.'
point - -of - view is to offer a fresh insight into how culture penetj afes literar y‘_‘.
works, - and also the delicacy. with. wh:oh novelits handle and 1eSpond

to anthropological considerations.

- The- ‘devastating. - effect of an alien culture on an mdmduai is true;
of Kurtz in Joseph Conrad’s Hear! of Datkness (1902), Miss  Quested in..
e.M. Foister’s 4 Passage fo India (1924), Meursaull in Albert Camuos’s - The-

Outsider(1942) and Mustad in Tayeb Salih’s  Season of Migration to the
North (1969).These four novels also point to the. agony each characte1
undergoesas he or she is uprooted from the native cuiture: Conrad emphasi—
zes the derangement Kurtz fals into because: of his Iong isolation

fram hxs natural habitat(hls European culture), and Forster highiights-
the confusmn and exc;tement Miss Quested feels as she sees the  Indian
frieze with its naked shapes and phallic imiages and the' Sensuality that -

surrounds her. Camus singles out heat and the sunaselements ‘of an - alien

culture, which mititate against Meur sault and render him compulsive and’

he!pless ‘Cultural malad]ustment and dciuslons of domination’ through
sexual prowess ; mark Mustaia’s mmd as he gropeq for his true identity.

In Conrad’s Heart of Darfmess, the LulturaI conﬁ ontation between

Kurtz and Africa does not 51rnply reflect biutal colonialism agamst black
Africa or the oppressor agamst the oppressed but more eSSLntmlly the"
novel underscores the fatal consequences of the clash between the ‘two -
cyltures the Europeans who subscribe to the supreinacy of the whifes and -

the blacks who are oppressed, abused, and crushed. Conrad, theever skep—

tical huimanist, was never happy with such platitudes,and he. always. quest---
Ioned the baSes of colonialism and the myth of the. rloht of ‘the- white ;;

race to conquer the world:" P Sl R
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'Cultural- Ficounter'in Litérature: - - Coe
A Nete‘cn ’F(’J’Hrfﬁ"fédiurn‘ Movels:
Dr. Adnan Ko Abdulla and Aneed T.: Rustam. Ol

The concdet of cui:ure 1s notonously ‘obtuse’ ‘in’ lts protean meanmgs.

That itcould refer to a“whole, w4y of* nl'e mltenal intellectual, and
Spmtual" Seens to raise more que:,tmnstlan ans v,rnrtwm M. ‘Wiign
anthropolugISlb discuss “cliture” s they primarily ‘associate it with modes
of ‘economic productmn, patterns of behavior, authority, religious prac~
tlces hierarchy of - soma} marita), tribal’ ‘power; " elc. {2) Whn - the " same -
concept is discussed by studeits of literature, they tend to-discuss it-in tefris
of those aspects which alienate a character ~ from othiérsand” from v himself
such ‘as-color;:dust, ' heat; - or’+sex:. Inwother words: -, the-. concept of
cultire-assumes in literature significances:: and. frames . .of refe:ence.‘not
ordmauly discussed | by anthropolop,lsts.. : :

One of the most striking instarices of culture” if literature 1S the U trapg~"
matlc experlenceacharacter undergoes as ‘he faces -a foreign “culttires”

When a character fmds hlmself imposed on an aheu Iaud his " réaction’”
tends ..to range from absolute antagomsm(such as the caSe w1th ccwqu—-‘
erorsithroughout history)io complete assmnlatlon But when ‘a'chatacter
opts - for.another culture in tieu of his native one for a vanety ‘of * reasons’
(economic,. religious, . intellectual, ete. ), then’ the ' new culture “which he'
tries., fo.get, - assimilated into pose: a host of problems which the charact”
ter frequently. fails to surmount. When the new culture is ‘marred’ by hls-— '
torical; contention, .. disagreement, and belhcosny as that which’ obtams '

between, East and. West, then the problems are compounded.’ “Traves
ﬂers, polltlmans h.lstorlans, mmtary leaders,” men -~ of - letters- and- adven—
turers have tried to conquer, assimildte, compronuSe or - understand’ “the.
East. for .. such diverse reasons as’ colomahsm 1mper1allsm tounsm oF
commemml exlplmtauons (3) SRR

“Past.-and. West)™ is only -a parrow facet ofa la:ger arca of cultural
confrontation,. and: cultures: are: impervious to others, and those “whé'
intrude realize: that - understanding - a . different.. culture entails understan- ‘
ding oneself first. Although cultures differ, some sort of understandmg
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