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Abstract

Water is the most important natural resources in countries that have desert and
semi — desert climates like Iraq. Its rarity and scarcity is the main obstacle of
sustainable development because it controls the distribution of population and its
economic activities, especially the agriculture.
Thus, water is the most important foundation of food and national security, but
water resources suffer from several problems including climate variability that
results from changes in rainfall and snow. This phenomenon has a direct impact on
the discharge of rivers™ water.
Besides, water resources in many countries are international (participation of many
countries in one river). Iraq is one of these countries affected by these problems, as the
Iraqi climate is characterized by being dry and semi — dry. In addition, one of the
other problems that Iraq faces is the international pressure imposed by the upstream
state (T'urkey) and the countries in which the rivers go through before they inter Iraq
(Syria and Iran). These complex and interrelated problems need exceptional efforts to
be solved and reduced of it's serious effects. Therefore, the researcher attempts to
show the economic effects that result from those problems and suggests elements of
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national strategy for the sustainability of water resources . These elements are

suggested as a solution for the problems of water resources and its sustainability in
Iragq.
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