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Current Status of Curricuium Theory
A Critical Review '

Abstract
Most of curriculum specialists dectare that ,in a strict sense of the

word, there are no existing curriculum theories However  they admit the
existence of theorizing activitics that attempt to explore the: curriculum
phenomenon .This study aimed at analyzing such activities to invesigate
their current status. To attain such purpoze, the study used Schwab’s.
structure of disciplines modelas a conceptual frameme The studyalso

used the tosks identified by Beauchamp as crucial tasks for any theori-
zing activities. The study found that the curricolum [ield lacks all three
kinds Of structures identified in Schwab’s model: the organizational,

the. Substantlve and the Syntactical structures.[t is found also that most
of curriculum theorizers did not adequately perform the tasks identified

by .  Beauchamp

The study also atfempted to induce currlc‘ulum theory barriers and
identified four oﬁthem ‘The complixity of curriculum field,unclearly
identified” realm “of cwruculum, d1sagzeement among theorizers about
.the,purpose of theorizing,and variations in uses of language by theorizers,
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