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Abstract

The existence of the holy shrines in the formation of the urban fabric in the holy Islamic cities
have not given much attention. Moreover, there are no adequate studies contribute to the understanding
and awareness of the impact of these shrines in the formation of the urban fabric. This research aims at
studying the influence of the presence of the sacred shrines as the basis for urban townscape
configuration of Islamic holy cities, focusing upon studying the impact of these religious sites on

directing the movement axis within the urban fabric. Hence, this study presupposes that the presence of
these shrines within the historic cities is an influential key in directing the urban fabric and especially
the axis of movement. Based on the previous study and the literature review, this paper identifies a set
of indicators to measure and analyze the implementation and experimental cases. In addition, the
researcher suggests additional measuring methods for the same purpose. The experimental cases is the

historic city of Najaf, Al-Mishraq neighborhood. Finally, the research concludes that the holy shrine of
Imam Ali ( POH ) has the magnificent and apparent role on axis of movement, in particular, and urban
fabric, in general.

Keywords: Sacred Shrines, Directionality, Axis of moments, Urban Fabric
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Shortest -path= (1/2+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9/2)

:Metric Analysis (s sl Jidsill =35 (a
Path 1 J8¥)

131.41/2+17.4+3.94+5.47+10.05+45.10+18.81+31.69+121.04/2= 258.685m _ <

(\ \,) Metric il Jidaill ¥ jla] 1 JS4
Analysis
Path &Y asal)
2

Shortest -path= (1/2+2+3+4+5+6+7+8+9+10/2)
—26.35/2+38.82+34.34+22.31+41.84+35.31+49.09+18.81 Gl dlaill ) ]2 U85

+31.69+121.04/2
= 345.905m (1)) J<a

Shortest -path= (1/2+2/2)
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