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( Abstract )

The social protest movements have played, undis—
putedly, a crucial role in the process of democratic tran—
sition in the Republic of South Africa, notably by the ad-
vent of 1990s. This conclusion is a direct result of these
movements contribution to the African national struggle

since the later inception and growth since 1950s inwards.

The social movements tended to opposing the Apart-
heid regime through several activities including boycotts,
industrial strikes, civil disobedience and the political sup—

port to several African and national parties and organiza-

tions. In addition, social protest movements have adopiej{}
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, a very wide and progressive agenda to enhance Africans’

conditions and living standards.

The African National Congress regime, led initially by
the historic leadership of Nelson Mandela, tended to fol-
low a neo-liberal economic and political strategy in or-
der to address the inherited burdens from the previous
regime: Apartheid state. This strategy was contradicted
clearly with social movements’ agenda and strategies.

As a result, the later continued their struggle against the

ANC’s regime and its social policies.

In many respects, the social protest movement in
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South Africa presents a perfect model for the rest of Af-

(

>

rican states as it supported the national movement until
achieving the historic victory on one of most authoritarian
regimes across the world, providing a clear social agenda
to protect the African poor, and balancing the neo-liberal
policies of the ANC’s governments, which lead at the end,
throughout the past 25 years, to prioritizing the societal
needs and strategies at the top of the present president of
the republic of South Africa: Cyril Ramaphosa, who was

himself one of the leaders of the social protest movement

1 in 1980s.
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