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Abstract
The topic of this research is ‘Time in the Islamic Painting’. It had been divided into 

three chapters. The first one focused on the problem of the research which was identified 

as finding out the answers of several questions among which the following are prominent: 

1. Has the Islamic vision of the concept of time constituted an intellectual and structural 

basis in outlining the creative vision of the Muslim painters?  

2. Can this vision be detected through the time of painting action? And then, can it be 

penetrating deeply to reveal the unseen dimensions of the Muslims’ fine art works? 

The first chapter also includes the aim of the research ‘The Identification of Time in 

Islamic Fine Art’. The limitation of research had been confined to studying the concept of 

time as represented by a sample of Islamic fine art works painted during the period of the 

sixth to the eighth Hijri centuries, or 12th to 14th A.D in Baghdad and in some other 

Islamic cities and regions. 

The first section of the second chapter had surveyed the concepts of time mentioned 

in the Holy Quran; then, the Islamic thinkers’  conceptualization  of time, whether these 

thinkers were philosophers or sofis, had also been reviewed. The second chapter had been 

dedicated for studying the applications of the concept of time as represented in the 

Islamic paintings. 
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The third chapter include the results and inferences. The results include: 1. The 

domination of the concept of time over the concept of place by making it permanent 

according to its moving continuity rather than by its tranquil continuity since the artist do 

not wish to stabilize a specific moment of physical time. 2. The annulment of incarnation 

in the painting in order to figure out an abstractive time structure and not a standard one. 

This will activate an intuitive vision which will transcend over a sensational vision of 

logical mentality. The most important conclusion of this research is that the Islamic 

notion of concept of time was an affecting intellectual reference on the way the Muslim 

artist had been following when he treated the concept of time. 

Key Words : time , painting , school of Baghdad for painting , Sufis         
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