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The Evolution of the Kurdish Issue in Iraq: 8th February 1963 -
18th November 1963

Fawaz Mwafaq Thanon Azad Shaker Abdo
University of Mosul - College of Education for Human Sciences -
Department of History
Abstract:

After the resumption of military operations between the government of Abdul Karim Qasim
and the Kurds in 1961, the opposition forces moved to remove him. For this purpose, the
Baath Party established communication channels with the Kurds in 1962. After several
consultations, they agreed to guarantee Kurdish rights and grant them self-rule in the event
of the success of their planned coup against Qasim's government .

Following their successful coup on February 8, 1963, the Kurds announced the cessation of
military operations in support of the new regime. The Kurdish leadership sent a delegation to
Baghdad to implement the pre-coup agreements, but negotiations with the new government
did not yield a satisfactory solution. Tensions escalated, leading the Iragi government to
announce the resumption of military operations in Kurdish regions on June 10, 1963. The
battles between the two parties continued until November 18, 1963, when Abd al-Salam Aref
turned against the Baathists, marking a new phase in Kurdish-Iragi government relations and
their stance on developments in the Iragi arena.

Keywords: Kurdish issue, 8th February 1963 coup, Kurdish-Iragi government relations
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