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The Strategic Importance of Ukraine in the Russian
Geopolitical Perspective

Barzan Khalil Hafez

Directorate of Education, Kirkuk Governorate
Abstract

It is not surprising that Russia seeks to regain its lost status following the collapse of the
Soviet Union, which represented a resounding end to the Soviet empire and its geopolitical
ambitions. Russia has returned through a strategy of self-construction to serve as an internal
starting point for regional and international orientation within the framework of geopolitical
considerations. In the context of the geopolitical orientation on how to regain regional and
international status, there was no deep intellectual separation regarding the importance of the
regions that were under its control or in its previous strategic perspective during the Soviet era,
compared to the current perspective of the Russian Federation. Some geopolitical regions still
hold the same importance, and their significance may have increased due to international
changes and the evolving global reliance in various fields. For example, the Russian dream of
reaching warm waters remains an eternal goal, and it is not expected that Russia will abandon it
in the future. The Russian Federation has set a range of priorities to achieve its national security
and subsequently regain its international status by adopting a new military doctrine in shaping
Russian security policy. In addition, its foreign policy places significant emphasis on energy
security, which has defined the Russian orientation through self-construction and addressing the
internal gaps left by the collapse of the Soviet Union, as well as setting the goals and principles
for dealing with its new orientation within its regional and international environment. Therefore,
this study will attempt to address the new Russian orientation and the essence of the Russian
strategic perception in the post-Soviet era and the entry of the new Russia, especially during the

administration of President Putin (Eurasian Russia).
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Hammond world atlas , Union of Soviet Socialist Republics , Ukraine ,new jersey ,2004, p52.
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The world fact book, office of public affairs , central intelligence agency Washington , 2023.
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Source: the student’s work, relying on Faisal Alloush, Ukraine, A coup against the Orange
Revolution or a victory for democracy, Al-Mustagbal Magazine, Issue 3582
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