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Abstract
The study aims to determine the scope
of mass wasting hazards in Erbil

Governorate's mountainous territory, as well
as the locations of urban centers in relation to
these risk levels. The study assumes that
significant areas of the study area are
vulnerable to these hazards and that the
majority, if not all, urban centers are located
near such hazards. The study employed an
inductive approach through the application of
the scientific analysis method. It was
separated into three sections: definition of the
study area, methods and results and
discussion. The study came to a number of
results, the most important of which is that the
study region is vulnerable to mass wasting
hazards at various degrees, with areas in the
extremely high category accounting for 15.9%
of the study area. A total of 3.8 km2 within
the urban centers of the study area is situated
in the high-risk zone, specifically in the very
high category. Leading the list of vulnerable
urban centers are both Choman and Piran,
whereas Pirmam, Siktan, Balisan, and
Basirma cities are entirely distant from these
hazards.
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mountainous territory, mass wasting, GIS.
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