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Findings:

1) The number of prefixes and suffixes stated by A.S.
Hornby in his Oxford Advanced Learner's Dictionary of
Current English amounts to (207) . No infixes or impure
affixes have been observed.

2) The number of affixes referred to in the present paper is

wwee(78) - 13 ofwhich-are prefixes (23) of which are infixes .
(18) of which are suffixes , and (24) of which are impure
affixes.

3)Some of these affixes are consopants , while other
affixes are vowels . '

4)It is found that one meaning can be expressed by more
than one affix (as is the case of expressing the feminine
form ). Conversely ,we have found that one affix has
several meanings (as is in the case of atta:?).
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2)The first , the middle and the end of the base:
9atta-? 7almaftu-ha then ?alkasra then 7atta:? in taffila as an

infinitive for faffala (after deleﬁng the gemination /

derivational.
9almi-m ?almadmu:ma then ?al?alif then 9atta:? in mufa:fila

as an infinitive for fa:%il / derivational.

2almim ?almaftuha then atta:l? m 2almi:mi: maftala /

derivational.

3)The first and_the end of the base:
?alhamza 9almaksura then the repetition and the

gemination of ?alla:m in %aftalalla /inflectional.
9alhamza Zalmaksu:ra and the gemination of Zallam in
9aftalla / derivational.

4) The middle and the end of the base:
9.17alif and %alkasra in changing fa? ala into fafali /

inflectional.
9alfatha then 7atta:? in fatla / inflectional.

9alkasra then 7atta:? in fifla / inflectional.

7alkasra then 7athamza in fifla:? As an infinitive for fatla:

kasra (instead of ?7alfatha) then ta:? Like 7iga:ma as an
infinitive for fiqa:m,
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The second part : impure __affixes (?alaw:siq  ?

almuxtalata)
1) The first and the middle of the base:

7alhamza ?Talmaftufia then 9alkasra in the form ?aftil

/derivational .
9alhamza ?7almaksura then 7atta:? almaftuha in Ziftatala

inflectional. 7
7alhamza Talmaksu:ra then 7al?alif, then doubling 2alla:m in

71ft%a:1lun / inflectional.
9alhamza 7almakswra and 9alwa:w and the repletion of the

second sound in 7iftw ¢ala / inflectional.
9alhamza ?almaksura then ?annun and the repletion of
2afla:m in 2ifvanlala / inflectional.

7alhamza 7almadmuima and 7atta:? ?Talmadmuima and
24lkasra in Tuftsila/ inflectional. .
9atta? then Zalya:? (with the doubling ?alif) in taf?i:1 as an

infinitive for fastala / derivational .

2almim ?almadmu:ma then 9alfatha in the noun of time and
place which has more then three sounds/ derivational .

2almim ?7almadmuima then ?alkasra such as mustafeil /

derivational.
2almi-m 7almaftuha then fatha in 7almasder Talmimi;

(maftal). Its allomorph is ?alkasra instead of 7alfatha
(maf¥il) with a phonological condition /derivational.
9almi:m ?almaftufia then 2alwa:w in mafful /derivational.
7almi:m ?almaksura 9417alif in mifta:1 /derivational.
2almi:m ?almaksu:ra and 7alfatha in mif¥a:l /derivational.

9alkasra then 7al?alif in fia:l /derivational.
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9a17alif and 7Tatta:? to put into the regular plural of the
feminine form / inflectional, nonclosing.

91a%alif and ?amnu:n  ?almaksura duality/inflectional,
nonclosing. It has a syntactically conditioned allomorph ,
1.e. Talya: 7 and 7apnu:n.

atta ? 7assa: kina: to put into the feminine from of the past
verb /inflectional, nonclosing.

fatta: 2 7almaftuhar A singular second pronoun

/inflectional, nonclosing.
9atta: 7 Jalmadmuma : A singular first pronoun

/inflectional, nonclosing.

7atta: 7 Talmakswra; A feminine second pronoun

finflectional, nonclosing.

9atta: ? 7almutahrika:

(a) femininity /inflectional, nonclosing . Before it comes
2 vowelless sound if it oceurs in a one -syllable word.

(b) Distinguishing a singular from a plural in proper
nouns / inflectional, nonclosing.

(¢) exaggeration /inflectional, nonclosing.

(d) forming the infinitive from fatlala /derivational,

nonclosing.
(e) attribution/ inflectional, nonclosing.

(f)y forming the infinitive from faflala /derivational,
nonclosimng.

(g) Form:nu the infinitive from faytlala /derivational,
nonclosing. '

(h) Forming thw infinitive from: faSwal /derivational.

nonclosing. |
(s Forming the infinitive from fa?la: (after converting
9a17alif into ya:? /derivational, nonclosing.
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(m)instead of ?alfatahatayn in fif$a:l as an infinitive for
fattala/ derivational.

Palkasra then doubling the consonant and ?alkasra and
7alya:? in fi991:]1 form / derivational.

3-Suffixes
7alhamza : it is used
(a) to form the infinitive for the past tense having the

vowel 7al?alif at the end (?almuftal ?al?a:xir) on the

form “?fatal / derivational, nonclosing . (b) form the

infinitive for the verb which contains the conjunctive
hamza/ derivational, nonclosing. (c) to form the

infinitive out of the form ?if%inla/ dertvational.

nonclosing.
7al7alif: (a) to put into the feminine of what is on the forn:

fisla:n, dertvational /nonclosing .(b)to refer to duality for the

verb qa:ma:/ inflectional, nonclosing, having a syntacticallv
conditioned allomorph ?al?alif and 7annu:n injaquma:n
derivational, nonclosing.

N2alif : (a) to put into the feminine of what is of the form

fitla:n, derivational /monclosing .(b)to refer to duality for the

verb qa:ma:/ inflectional, nonclosing, having a syntacticalls
conditioned allomorph ?al?alif and ?alnnu:n in jaquma:n (c)
with ?7almandu:b/ inflectional, nonclosing.

2al?alif and?alhamza: it is used to put into the feminine of

what is on the form 7af¥al / inflectional, nonclosing.

It has an allomorph ,1i.e ?al?alif and alwa:w in duality and
plural (sahra:wa:n, hasna:wa:t)
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alkasra then ?7al?alif: (a) inétead of 7alfathatayn in ?infifa:]
as an infinitive for ?infatal derivational {b) instead of

Jalfathatayn in  ?ifti%al as an infinitive for %itfiatal
derivational .(c) instead of ?alfatha which is on the second
sound , and in the double consonant in 7iffila:l as an

inﬁ'n}'tive for ?aftalla / derivational {d) instead of

?alfﬁ\thatayn in ?istiffa:l as an infinitive for %istaffal /

derivational . _

(¢) nstead of 7alfatha on the second sound , and in the
double wa:w in 7f Siwwa:l as an infinitive for 2iffawwal /
derivational (f) instead of 7alfathatayn in fia:]l as an
infinitive for f¥ala / derivational. -

(g) nstead of %alfathatayn in ?hftinla:l as an infinitive for

affanlala / derivational,

(h) in 7iftillal as an infinitive for 2affanlala / derivational
taking into consideration the place change.
(1) instead of 7alfatahatayn in fiSwa:l as an infinitive for

fatwal/ derivational.
(JYinstead of ?alfatahatayn in fitya:l as an infinitive for
fafjal/ derivational,
(k)instead of ?al?alif and ?alfatala in fita‘] as an infinitive
for fa:%1l/ derivational.
(Dinstead of Jalfatahatayn in ?iffa:] as an infinitive for

?aftala/ derivational,
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The second part : impure __affixes (?alaw:siq 7

almuxtala@
1) The first and the middle of the base:

7athamza 7almaftu:fia then 2alkasra in the fofm aftil

/derivationai .
7alhamza 2almaksu:ra then 9atta:? almaftuha in 7iftatala

inflectional. _
7alhamza 7almaksu:ra then 2a17alif, then doubling 2alla:m 10

9:ftSa-1lun / inflectional.
7alhamza ?almaksura and 7alwa:w and the repletion of the

second sound in ?iftw fala / inflectional.
9alhamza Talmaksura then 92annu:n and the repletion of

2alla:m in 2{f¢anlala / inflectional.
7alhamza 7almadmu;ma and “7atta:? 7almadmu:ma and

9alkasra in Fuftsila/ inflectional.
2atta:? then ?alya:? (with the doubling 7alif) in taf?i:l as an

infimitive for factala / derivational .

2almi'm 7almadmuima then 2alfatha in the noun of time and
place which has more then three sounds/ derivational .

97almi'm 7almadmuima then 7alkasra such as mustaf®il /

derivational.
Talmi;m 9almaftu:hia then fatha in ?almasder Qalmi:m1:

(maftal). Its allomorph is ?alkasra instead of ?alfatha
(maf¥il) with a phonological condition /derivational.
9almi:m 7almaftuia then 9alwa:w in maftu:l /derivational.
9almi-m 7almaksura 9al7alif in mifta:l /derivational.
9almi:m 7almaksura and 9alfatha in mifta:l /derivational.

7alkasra then 9a17alif in fifa:l /derivational.
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(c) the doubled ya:?For attribution / inflectional, nonclosing.
(d) instead of ?al?alif to form the infinitive taffala: /

derivational, nonclosing.
7alya: ? and 7atta:?
To form the artificial infinitive/ inflectional, nonclosing.
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(j) Indicating how many times from the infinitive like
9ikra:ma/inflectional, nonclosing.

Palka:f (<) .

(a) relative pronoun / inflectional, nonclosing. taking
various forms in accordance with the person.

~..(b)- . an addressing particle with a demonstrative , with
allomorphs according to the addressee / inflectional,
closing.

Tannun {osdh):

(a) vowelless for emphasis . It is an allomorph with the
geminated nu:n for emphasis / inflectional, nonclosing.
(b) vowelless preceded by a syntactically conditioned short

vowel, for indefiniteness / inflectional, closing.

9annu:n Zalmaftu:ha:

(b) The feminine nun,a nominative pronoun connecting
with the verb; it is geminated when connecting with a
nouri / inflectional, nonclosing in the first, closing in the
second.

7annin and ?al?alif:

2 nominative and subjunctive / inflectional, closing.

Patha:? (L Jdh):

The absent pronoun / inflectional, closing. Tt has allomorphs
taking various forms according to the intended person
(7alga: 7iba, Talga:?ibamn, 2alga:, 7ibatamn ... etc).

Talwa w:

It indicates plurality such as qamu: / inflectional.
nonclosing. It has a syntactically conditioned allomorph 1.¢.
7 alwa:w and 7 annu:n in jaquimun.

Talya:? ,

It is preceded by Talkasra.

(a) the first pronoun / inflectional, closing.

(b) the second pronoun/ inflectional, nonclosing.
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9al7alif and ?atta:? to put into the regular plural of the

feminine form / inflectional, nonclosing.

2a%alif and ?Zannun  ?almaksura duality/inflectional,

nonclosing. It has a syntactically conditioned allomorph .

i.e. 7alya: 7 and 7annu:n.

9atta: 7 7assa: kina: to put into the feminine from of the past

verb /inflectional, nonclosing.

9atta: 7 Jalmaftuha; A singular second pronoun

/inflectional, nonclosing.

9atta; 7 Jalmadmuma : A singular fist pronoun

/inflectional, nonclosing.

2atta:  ? Talmaksura; A feminine second pronoun

/inflectional, nonclosing.

9atta: 7 Talmutahrika:

(a) femininity /inflectional, nonclosing . Before it comes
a vowelless sound if it occurs in a one -syllable word.

(b) Distinguishing a singular from a plural in proper .
nouns / inflectional, nonclosing.

(¢) exaggeration /inflectional, nonclosing.

(d) forming the infinitive from faflala /derivational,

nonclosing.
(e} attribution/ inflectional, nonclosing.

() forming the infinitive from faflala /derivational,
nonclosing,
(g) Form.ig the infinitive from faySlala /derivational,
nonclosing,
(h) Forming tic infinitive from- fatwal /derivational.

nonclosing.
(1) Forming the infinitive from fa?la: (after converting
9al7alif into ya:? /derivational, nonclosing,
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" the infinitive /derivational. (c) instead of 7alfatha which is

on ?alla:m in tafaflala to form infinitive /derivational. (d) in

place of ?alfatha which is on the second sound in tafawsal to

form the infinitive /derivational. (e) in place of ?alfatha
which is on the second sound to form the infinitive from

tafytal /derivational.(f) in place of 7alfatha on ?alwa:w i

tafawal to form the infinitive from it /derivational .

7alkasra: it is used to form the passive past verb , having a
vowel on the middle/ inflectional.

) 2- Discontinuous
al7alif with ?alfatah in fa:¢ ala /inflectional.

2a12alif with 7alkasra in fa: ¢ ilun /derivational.

Palfatha with-doubling and ?al?alif in fa%fu:l/derivational.

~ 2alfatha with 7alkasra "and ?alya:? in fasi:l/derivational.
2alfatha with 7alkasra in fasil/derivational.
Palfatha  and %alya:? ,then ?al?alif instead of 7al7alif ? and

7alfatha in fay$a:l as an infinitive for fa:¢ il/derivational.

7addama, then fatha and ya:? In fufayil (the diminutive)/

inflectional ?addama then fatha and ya:? then kasra m
fu?ay?il (the diminutive)/ inflectional.

7addama then fatha and ya:? then kasra and ya:? In fu“ay“i l
(the diminutive)/ inflectional.
2addama, then 7alkasra in fufila/ inflectional.

dammata:n then kasra in tufu$fila / inflectional
damma then damma then kasra in 7uftuila / inflectional.

damma then fatha in juffal / inflectional.
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Talba:  ?(s—dl):preposition :Prepositions have syntactic
functions. ‘

Tatta? (<L) © (a)muta: wafa (faflala) inflectional .(b) the
particle of the second person present tense /inflectional. (¢)
swearing / syntactic . (d) muta:wata (faffala)/ inflectional,

(e) muta:wata (fa:? ala )/ inflectional.

?afa:?(«L—): (a) coordination /syntactic . (b) causation
/syntactic.
7alka:f? (<l :simile and the like /syntactic.

Yala:m? 7almaksu:ra :(a) preposition/ syntactic . (b) ?attali-|
(explanation/ syntactic .(c) emphasis /syntactic. |
7alla:m? almuftu:ha: emphasis /syntactic.

Tannun (o~ : particle of the first person plural present
tense. )
?alha:?(<LW) : It is used for warning with the demonstrative
/inflectional .

Talya:? («L3l) particle of the third person present tense’

mflectional.
2. Infixes
1 .continuous

?attad:® |:f (doubling) : like fa%%la /inflectional .

7allaxm it is used keeping distance in demonstrative
/inflectional .

7al?alif : like fayfal to form infinitive /derivational.

7addama:(a) instead of ?alfatha on second sound as in
takallum to form the infinitive / derivational .(b) instead of

7alfatha which is on the second sound in tafa:® al to form
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* change word class like ?al?alf and ? alkasra in katib, where
kataba has changed into a noun.

- Mention should be made of lawa:hig mamisa a or
ga:liga (closing suffixes ) and lawa ‘hig gi:rma:ni? a or
ga:liqa( non-closing suffixes).

The former prevents any morpheme from occurring after
it as in huma: in ra?ayna: huma:, where no morpheme
usually occurs after it in the same word . The latter.
however | may allow other morphemes to come after it as
in na: in ra?ayna: (see Nida ,1978 for more details).

This study leads us to distinguish berween lawa:siq
xa:lisa (pure affixes) and lawa:siq muxtalata (smpure
affixes) . The first tvpe is meant to be that the affix may be
prefix, mfix or suffix . The second tvpe is not restricted to
anvone of the three said kinds of affixation , rather, it
becomes part of it, for instance, before the base . and its
complementary part in the middle of the base.

The first part: pure affixes:

1. Prefixes : Thev are all continuous.

Talhamza is used tor

(a) Transitivity . (b)Inflection . (c)Interrogation ; inflectioni
. (d)The particle of the first person singular present tense

inflectional. (¢) ransferring the word to the elative form
dertvational (or inflectional) .

st <) ;15 used for questions and it is not inflectional.
Tal(M) s usad for (a)definition . inflectional . (b) as a
relative pronoun 1nflectional

7in (;}\):' 15 used for ?almuta :wata /inflectional.

*"In standard Arabic such sentences as (Zalzavda:ni) (aldirhamu 7a%taytuhuma:h)
are allowed (see Ibin ? 2qi:1/107)

30




meaning in each . On the other hand, nu:n? alwiqa:ya is not
considered to be a morpheme, because it is devoid of
meaning. :

Distinction can be drawn in morphology between the
base (sometimes called the root ) and the baseless or non-
root . The former carries the principal meaning of the word
in addition to the affixes . The base may be free being the
most common daraba in jud a:ribu:naha:, or bound such as
ma:ha in ? istima:h, which is rarely found in modern
standard Arabic. Baseless, on the hand , may be free such
as the syntactic particles laLfi: ..ete, or bound , lLethe
affixes. Thus, affixes are baseless bound morphemes,

Affixes are divided into three kinds: ? attasdi:r or sawa
:biq (prefixes ) which oceyr in the first position of the
word ,%atta ji:] or lawa: hiq (suffixes Joccurring at the end
of the word, and ? alhagu or ? aldawa:xil (infixes) occurring
in the middle of the word:

Morphemes are also classified info two types : muttasi]
(continuous) and mutaqati? (discontinuous ). the former s
one whose components are not separated as is the case of
7alya:?  and? annum in muddarrisi'n ; the latter is one
whose parts are separated by one separator or more such as
7al?alf and? alkasra in da:rib, where %al? al'f and ? alkasra
are separated by ?alra:?.

There are , moreover , inflectional and derivational
affixes . Inflectional affixes or lawa:siq tasri:fija do not
change word class e verbs remain verbs and nouns
remain nouns with slight changes as regards gender or
number as in ? alwa'w and? annu:n in ka:tibu: ka:tib has
changed from the singular form into the plural, but the
word retains its class, i.e jt remains a noun). Derivational
affixes or lawa:siq? is tiqa:qija, on the other hand , do
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" Affixes in Standard Arabic
A Morphological Study

Dr. Zuhair G. Farhan

Introduction:
Morphology is defined as " the study of morphemes
and their arrangements in forming words" (Nida, 1976:1) .
Morphemes are the minimum meaningful units. Thus a
morpheme s an abstraction just as morpheme is an
abstraction. Morph on the other hand , is the particular
realization of the morpheme in speecd / writing . If a
morpheme has a number of different realizations (Variant
forms) we call them allomorphs. Morphemes are divided
mmto free and bound (Allerton and French, 1975:81). The
former can be used alone , e.g., kataba and daraba ; the
latter cannot be used alone , eg. the last ?alf in qama:
Allomorphs , being vartant forms of the same morpheme.
can be exemplified by 7 alya: and ? annu:n in Kita ; bayn,
and by ?al? alf and ? annwn in Kita: ba :n, which are
allomorphs of the dual morpheme. This vanation may be
conditioned by syntactic considerations as in the said
example , or by phonological considerations as is in the
case of the amalgamation of ? alla:m (?idga:m) in the
definite article .
- In order to identify a morpheme there must be two
conditions:
Its recurrence and its possession of meaning
Accordingly, the particle ?annun:n in naktub recurs in
many verbs such as nadrus ; naqra? .. etc, having the same

"Assistant Professor /Department of Translation /College of Arts . University of
Mosul-
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