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The Concept of the Soul between Plato and Plotinus: A Comparative
Study
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Summary:

This research endeavours to delve into the profundities of ancient Greek
philosophy by analysing the concept of the soul as articulated by Plato and Plotinus.
It aims to understand how the perspectives of these philosophers constitute a rich
philosophical foundation that influences human understanding of the self.
Employing a comparative analytical philosophical methodology, this study seeks to
meticulously understand the nuanced views of both Plato and Plotinus, with an
emphasis on analysing and comparing their primary ideas and concepts concerning
the soul.

An analysis and comparison of the key ideas and concepts regarding the soul by
Plato and Plotinus have been conducted. Plato divided the soul into three parts and
emphasized its immortality, whereas Plotinus showed an interest in emotions and
desires and the soul's immortality, presenting a different division of the soul's power.

The study highlights the relationship between the soul and ethical life, as well as
the general understanding of human beings, through an exploration of Plato's and
Plotinus’ visions. It demonstrates how understanding the soul is vital in interpreting
human nature and how the viewpoints of these philosophers” impact human self-

understanding.
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