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A STUDY OF SOME MILK PRODUCTION TRAITS IN AWASSI SHEEP

AND THEIR CROSSES
Al-Jumaily, M. H. Al-Nidawi, Kh. A Al-Salman, M. H.
College of Agriculture / Univ. of Tikrit IPA Agriculture Research center
Tikrit — Iraq Baghdad - Iraq
SUMMARY

The flock used in this study consists of (298) ewes representing three breeding groups
207 , 54 & 37 from Awassi , the 4- breed cross ALDH & the 4- breed cross TLDH . The work
is conducted to study the effects of some genetic and non-genetic factors including the genetic
groups ; sex , tyvpe of birth , month of lambing and dam age , together with the effects of face
colour and the horns on some milk traits . The results were ; The total milk production was
29.14 + 8.61 for Awassi, 97.52 £ 9.17 for the 4- breed cross ALDH and 92.63 + 10.01 for the 4-
breed cross TLDH during the period of lactation were 101.93 £ 4.38 , 100.34 £ 4.67 and 98.68
£ 5.09 days for the three groups . the daily milk yvield were 0.88 £ 0.06 , 0.94 £ 0.07 and 0.93 £
0.07 kg , the daily milk yield (peak) were 1.35 = 0.11 , 1.45 £ 0.12 and 1.42 = 0.13 kg for the
three g- ups respectively . The effect of dam age and month of lambing were highly
significant (p < 0.01) on the total milk production and the period of lactation . horness effect
was found to be significant (p < 0.05) on lactation period only and non- significant for the
other traits . All of the regressions of studied traits were non- significant



