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Abstract:

The phenomenon of Al-I'rab (Arabic inflection) has been a subject of much debate
among scholars, each offering their own interpretation and explanation. Some have viewed
it as an adornment or embellishment of the Arabic language, while others have considered
it the key to eloquence and a measure of linguistic intuition. A smaller group, however,
has deviated from these views, arguing that Al-I’rab is merely a bridge that facilitates the
connection between words, and ends when a letter is marked with suktin (Arabic diacritic
that marks the end of the word). This research focuses on this minority view, particularly
as expressed by earlier grammarians who were influenced by the works of Al-Khalil and
the brilliance of Sibawayh, such as Muhammad ibn al-Mustainir Qatrab. Qatrab chal-
lenged the established understandings of Al-I'rab, like those proposed by Sibawayh, with
a novel theory which had since been the subject of numerous critiques and counterargu-
ments. Consequently, this research aims to investigate the true nature of Qatrab’s stance

on Al-I'rab.

Keywords: Qatrab, phenomenon, parsing, reality of a situation.
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