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An Introduction.

Astrology and astronomy could be considered as a part of the science that gained
much interest from the Middle Ages until the recent times. The Arabs were one of
the past nations that could master this kind of scholarship. There were many Arab
personalities who played a great role in the astrology as well as in Al- "lhtyar the
planets logy which basically deals with the positions and orbits of the planets and
their relationships with moment of the human’s birth. So, this manuscript, our
theme of study, is specialized in the planets logy. It searches in the time and place of
the good and evil, and the critical periods, during which there must be precaution in
case of starting some projects. In addition, it sheds lights on some of the optimistic
times for initiating promising works. The codex also refers to the time that have a
mixture of goodness and evil in accordance with signs of the zodiacs of the sun and
moon. This can be achieved through either the four or the sixth signs of the zodiac
of the sun in sky or the same monthly signs of the moon. Consequently, the success

of the pre- planned schemes might be conjectured .

The earliest notable scholars who did efforts and wrote down compilation in this
field were:- Ptolemy, Walis of Eygpt, Abu Ma‘3ar Al- Balh7, ’Ahmad Bin ‘Abdul Galil
Al- Sagazi, ‘Umar Bin Farhan Al- Tabari, Ya‘qab Bin ‘Ali Al- Qasrant and Ki3yar Bin
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Laban. However, most of their biographies have been briefly mentioned in the foot

notices of this investigation.

This Al- Miqati’s manuscript includes the astronomy and the planets that are
connected with the horoscope of good’s prices in addition to the proper signs of the

zodiacs of their time of sale .

Unfortunately, a great deal of heritage in this major still so a way from investigation
that we have not depended on other historical resources or some auxiliary sciences
except some manuscripts that are sporadic in the European countries’ libraries. So,
some of those codexes which are available in the Western lands have been

translated into Latin language and published there later on.

Anyway, in spite of the scarcity of information, we have determined to investigate
this script in an attempt to enhance the availability of information on the omen of

the prices.

This investigative work has been projected in a summarized biography of the codex
author, Al- Miqati as well as in the affiliation of this manuscript to him. Furthermore,
both of the investigators, Prof.Dr. Zaman Obaid Wannas and Prof. Dr. 'Ammar
Mohammed Younis have tried to gain other copies of the manuscript, but have not
found one other than this investigated vision. Scholar Zaman ‘Obaid Wannas has
achieved the introduction, the study and the investigation of the manuscript,
whereas, 'Ammar Mohammed Younis has implemented the description of the of the
codex in addition to the reviewing of Al- Miqati's methodology and references
depending, essentially, upon Hagi Halifa’s book, Kasf Al- Zunan, Vol:- I, P. 34. This

could be attributed to the fact that Halifa is specialized in the planets logy .
This investigation, however, is divided into-:

Section one:- The Author.
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In spite of the codex significance, its author has not ever been mentioned in the
other available resources. The major reason for this is that Al- Miqati was one of the
prominent astrologers of the later centuries of Hejira. That explains why he has only

been reported in the book “ Izah Al- Maknan"
Section Two:- The Manuscript Description .

The codex has been found in King Saud University, The Manuscript Division, in a
catalogue number (48866) and entitled as “Nizhat Al- *Afkar Fi Ma'rifat "Ahwal Al-
‘As‘ar” by the Astrologer, Yasuf Bin Togan Al- Miqati. Additionally, this manuscript
has been copied for one time by the scribe Rizqin in 1309 of Hejera. Hence, the

codex could be outlined in the following points -:

A:- “Nizhat Al- "Afkar Fi Ma'rifat "Ahwal Al- "As‘ar” is composed of twelve sheets.
Each sheet contains two pages and each page includes twenty three lines. The size of

every sheet is 24x 17 centimeters. Every line contains 9- 12 words .

B:- The manuscript is clearly handwritten vision, copied for one time and it has no
missing words. It starts with a phrase “ In the name of God, the Passionate the
Merciful, thank Goodness, the Mighty the Subduer the Most Strong the Great
Forgiver the Master of Night and Day” and it ends in “ Muhammed Rizq and other
Muslims beseech God’s kindness by Prophet Muhammed and his Household may

the blessings of God over them .”

C:- The Script has no Al- Harakat the diacritics of the Arabic language as 4ol
dxialland.s s3I

D:- Instead of numbering the pages, the author used a way of repeating the last
word in each page in the beginning of the next one. Consequently, we have used

this method as a guide for numbering the pages in the investigated vision.
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F:- Itis noticed that the author of this codex wrote- off some words using straight or
italic short lines without deleting the specified word. Then, he kept on writing and,
in case of there is no enough space in the same line, he made two styles, one, he
mentioned the written- off word on the side of the page like a side notice as in pages
11, 12 of script; other, he replaced numbers instead of the omitted words in main
body, and then he recorded the same numbers as a foot notice along with the

dropped word or words as in pages 7, 11.

G:- Wherever the Arabic letter Al- Hamza 85+ is mentioned it is inverted into the
Arabic letter Ya%L, .In addition, he altered the Arabic letter Al- "Alif Al- Magsara
8 y94aall Cal¥lwith the letter Ya° <L as in the words ‘Ala _le which means “at” and
it was written as ‘Alay G which means “upper” or “on me”. This could easily be

seen in the pages 1 and 2.
-:¥ The Methodology of the Investigation.
The codicology of this script depends on the following basics-:

A:- Studying the manuscript accurately for many times, copying its texts in exact
form, comparing every copied paragraph with the original one in the script and
using the foot notices whatever there be need depending on reliable resources.
Furthermore, the required missing letters have been added to the text as Al- Hamza
B3 1Y e Al-"Alif Al- Z&lida 3.513) al¥! and Waw Al- Gama‘a 4eloxll slg as in
pages 1and 2.

B:- All the punctuations of the Arabic language have been added to the investigated
text as the separators among the phrases and the dots among or at the end of the
sentences. Moreover, other Arabic punctuation marks as Tanwin Al- Fath zall (.45
« (=), Tanwin Al- Gar v)--) ,=JI creis and Tanwin Al- Dam (). Additionally, the

hypothetical numbers of the manuscript text have been added to the main body of
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the investigated text in two brackets, like this [1] for instance, at the end of the
sheet. This numbering operation has also been mentioned in the referred foot

notices.
-:¢ The Manuscript’s Approach and Resources .

As the manuscript was compiled by a scholar majored in the astrology and
occultism, he used the methods of the old writers in his treatise either in reviewing
his ideas, in the level of terms and of language, in the integration of the paragraphs
or the train of thought. Al- Miqati explicitly stated that he had derived his scientific
material from many resources as Al-Zig Al- Mufid by Radwan ‘Abdullah, Al- Bari* Fi
Ahkam Al- Nugam by Abu Al- Hasan Al- Saybant Al- Magribi and set of books
authored in astrology by Yahyah Bin Galib Al- Hayat Abu ‘Al Al- Falaki who was one
of the famous astrologers and was mentioned in the old books as Al- Buhli. Al- Buhlt
composed many books as Sant Al- ‘Alim, Al- Madhal, Al- Mas&’il, Al- Ma‘ani, Sir Al-
"A'mal Fi Al- Falak and Fawa'id Falakya. Furthermore, Al- Miqati depended on the
compilations of Abu Yasuf Bin Ya'qdb Bin ‘Alf Al- Qasrani who had many books in
astrology as "Ahkam A- Nugim which consists of twelve chapter, and every chapter
includes number of sections. Moreover, the manuscript also took its information
from other resources as Al- Tangim Al- Kabir by Al- SummarT as well as many books
of other astrologers as Abu Ma‘3ar and Ka3yar. The works of most of those authors,
indeed, still unrevealed and there is no any serious attempt to investigate them.
Hence, their biographies have been mentioned in this investigation in some

summarized foot notices .
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" Inthe original vision, the Arabic letter Al- Hamza was inverted into Ya’, and therefore we would
correct this by inverting the Arabic letter Ya’ into Hamza without repeating this measure in the
next pages.

% In the original manuscript the scribe inverted the Arabic letter Al- "Alif Al- Maqgsira into Ya’. So,
this has been planned to be corrected in the next pages by exchanging the Ya' into Al- "Alif Al-
Magsira without a reference to other foot notices in the next pages.

3 In the texts of the codex there was no mention to Sahib >, in uwll c>ls and it seems to
be a missing word, therefore, we have decided to add it wherever Al- Mufid .allis written in the
next times.

* That book is “ A- Zig Al- Mufid ‘Ala Al- "Usal Al- Fulk Lil Samarqandi Sahib Al- Rasd Al- Gadid”
by:- Radwan Bin ‘Abdullah Al-Falaki Al- Muhandis ( D. 1123 .H.), who was an Egyptian astrologer
and authored many books and still preserved in Al- Azhar Library of Egypt in the catalogue
number (38332)) in addition to other books as Bugyat A- Tulab Fi’Istihrag Al- ’A‘mal Al- Falakya
Bilhisab, Risala FT Ma'rifat Al-"Igtima’ Wa Al- "Istigbal Wa Al- Kustf Wa Al- Husaf and Zig Radwan
Afandi. For further information see also:- Tsma‘il Basa Al- Bagdadr, Hadyat Al- ‘Ariﬁn, ’Thya’ A-
Turat Printing House, Istanbul Offset, 1951, (Beirut, N. D), Vol:- 1, P. 369.; Hayrul Din A- Zargalr,
Al-"Alam, Al- ‘llm Lil Malayin Printing House, ( Beirut, 1980), Vol:- 3, P. 27.; ‘Umar Rida Kahala,
Ma‘gam Al- Mu'alifin, Thya’ A- Turat Printing House, ( Beirut, N. D), Vol:- 4, P. 165.

®  That book is Al- Bari* Fi Ahkam A- Nugiim, A Manuscript translated into Latin and Printed in
Venice in 1485, whereas the original Arabic vision of it is still not investigated. It was composed by
the astrologer ‘Al Abu A- Rigal A- 5aybe’mi Abu Al- Hasan Al- Magribt Al- Qayrawani, (D. 432. H.),
who was also well known scholar in mathematics, astrology and astronomy. His book Al- Bari‘ was
the utmost required one in his time. For further information see:- A- Zargali, Al-'A'lam, Vol:- 4, P.

288; Kahala, Ma'gam Al- Mu’alifin, P. 92.
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® Inthe original text of the codex the diacritic Al- Hamza 3. llwas lifted.

7 Abu “Alf Al- Hayat:- was Yahya Bin Galib Al- Hayat Abu ‘Alf (D. 220 .H). He was mentioned in
old books as Al- Buhli, as a most notable astrologer of his time. He authored many books as
Tahawil sint Al- ‘Alam, Al- Madhal, Al- Mas&’il, Al- Ma‘an, Sir Al- A'mal Fi Al- Falak and Fawa’id
Falakya. See:- A- Zargali, Al- "Alam, Vol:- 8, P. 162.; Kahala, Ma‘gam Al- Mu'alifin, Vol:- 13, P.219.
moreover, Hagi Halifa ( D. 1067. H.) mentioned him in his book, “ KaSful Dunan, Thya A- Turat
Printing House, ( Beirut, N. D), Vol:- 1, P. 34.

® The end of sheet 1 in the codex.

° Al Qasrani:- was Abu Yasuf Bin Ya'qab Bin ‘Ali. He had many compilations in astrology, one of
them was Masa'il Al- Qasrani Fi’Ahkam A- Nugam. It consists of twelve chapters, each chapter
contains many sections. See:- Hagi Halifa, KaSful Zunan, Vol:- 2, P. 1669.

"% The end of sheet 2 of the codex.

" The Arabic letter Al- Alif A- Zz'ida 550301 Cal%l was written here and in other locations in wrong
way by the scribe, therefore, it has been lifted.

" Fay' o3 here is not meant the gains that were collected from the Non- Muslims without fight as
itis known in the Islamic terminology, but it refers to any wares.

3 ltida’ tl_,::.si means the decrease in the level of the good prices.

™ We could not find a definition to biography of this personality in the available resources.

"> The end of sheet 3 of the codex.

" The end sheet 4 in the codex.

" Inthe original vision of the manuscript, the scribe wrote Al- Giz' s 3Jlin this form 8311,
therefore it has been corrected and returned to ¢ 3=Jl.

Al Zayarga 4>3]| - is a scholarship of the positive laws’ that aims to identify and know the
normal prescience. This field is ascribed to the scholar ’Abu Al- ‘Abas ’Ahmad A- Sabti A- Sufi. See:-
Hagi Halifa, KaSful Zunan, Vol:- 2, P. 948.

" The end of sheet 5 in the codex.

*® The end of sheet 6 of the codex.

2 For further information on omens, misfortune as well as the bad lucky or the good lucky times
Sea:- 'Abu Al- Hasan Al- Magribi, Al- Bari’ Fi ’Ahkam A- Nugam, Vol:- 4. which is specified for the
zodiacs that related with the human births, PP. 15- 27. Sea also:-Ibin ‘Azaz, Al- Fusal Fr Gam* Al-

"Usal, PP. 68- 80. And Abu ‘Abdullah Al- Bagar, Al- 'Adwar Fi Taysir Al- ‘Anwar, PP. 119- 127, P.
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161. These are postdoctoral researched published in the University of Barcelona in 2008 by Dr.
Jolio Samsa.

2 Abu Gafar Al- Balht Ga'far Bin Muhamad Bin ‘Umar Al- Balht who was also known as Al-
Munagim Al- Bagdadi (D. 272. H.). He had many books as "Tbat ‘llm A- Nugam, Al- "Htibarat, Al-
"Hribarat ‘Ala Manazil Al- Qamar and others. Sea also:- “Isma‘il Basa Al- Bagdadi, Hadyat Al-
‘Arifin, Vol:- 1, P. 251,; Sarkis ‘Lyan, Ma'gam Al- Matba‘at Al- ‘Arabya, Vol:- 1, Qum, 1401. H., P.
251.;’Aga Buzrug Al- Tahrani, A- Daria, Al-’Adwa’ Printing House, Beirut, 1983, Vol:- 1, P. 377.

% The end of sheet 7 in the codex.

*, Ko3yar Bin Laban A- §ili Abu Al- Hasan (D. 350. H.), He had many books as Muhandis Al-Usal
Fr’Ahkam A- Nugam, A- Zig A- Gami', Al- Madhal Fi Al- Sina‘a, and others.

** The end of sheet 8 in the codex.

* The end of sheet 9 in the codex.

*” The end of sheet 10 in the codex.

> Atin ol, its Arabic plural is Atan o1 which means the jennet. Sea:- ’Ahmad Bin Faris Zakarya
Abu Al- Husayn (D. 395. H.), Ma‘§am Magayis A- Luga, Investigated by:- ‘Abdul Salam Muhamad
Haran, Al-’A'lami Library, Beirut, 1144. H., the word, Atin ol Vol:-1,P. 48.

Al "Ibriz 3% or’Al-"Ibriz Al- Halis (o)l 50,55 the pure gold or the pure golden
Jewelleries. Sea:-"Ibin Manzir (D. 711. H.), Lisan Al- ‘Arab, Qum, 1405. H., the word ’lbriz )'fﬁi ,
Vol:- 5, P. 11., A- Zabidr, Tag Al- ‘Aras, Al- Fikr Printing House, Beirut, 1994, the word Ibriz 3,1,
Vol:-5,P.11.

0 sur 4= in the Arabic language means the remains of something, So, it does mean the
Islamically tabooed fleshes of the animals or birds. Sea:- 'Ibin Manzar (D. 711. H.), Lisan Al- ‘Arab,
the word Sa’ara L.

*' The end of sheet 11 in the codex

%2 The end of sheet 12 in the codex
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The References

— “Ali ’Ibin "Abi A- Rial Abu Al- Hasan Al- Magribt (D.432. H.), Al- Bari* Fi '’Ahkam A-
Nugam, Vol:- 4,This volume is majored in zodiacs that related with the human births, A
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