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Abstract:  
Cognitive situation  models are those abstract unique , subjective and cognitive constraints that language 

users build during some phases of discourse processing for purposes of manipulating the text at hand 

(comprehending , understanding , and retrieving the text later on). They are the missing conceptual link between 

the new incoming information , the short and the long-term memories , and the world knowledge being under the 

control of the central system .The new output of information after processing is different from that in the text 

given .The reader has left something on the text creating thus a new texture that  differs to a large extent. It is here 

where human communication is considered relative and productive 

 

ؼحجةس جخطاحخ ي  جٌنوٌ  جٌؼشذْسلمجٌنّحرج جلإدسجوْس   

  :جلمٍخص

ضؼشف نمحرج جلمٌجلف جلإدسجوْس ذىٌنهح  لٌجٌد رىنْس تجشّذّس فشّذز ّرنْيح ِغطخذٌِ جٌٍغس  ي  ذؼض ِٓ ِشجزً ِؼحجةس جٌنص )لاعطْؼحخ 

ًجٌزجوشز لويرز جلمذٍ، ًجٌزجوشز ذؼْذز جلمذٍ  فّْح ذؼذ(. جد أنهح جٌشًجذط جلإدسجوْس جلمفمٌدز ذين جلمؼٌٍِحش جلمىطغرس،جٌنص ًفيّو ًجعطخذجِو 

ذوّطو ًجلمؼحسف  تحص عْاشز جٌنظحَ جلمشوضُ . ًلا يدىٓ أْ ضىٌْ جلمؼٌٍِحش جٌتي تمص ِؼحجةطيح ىِ ٔفغيح جٌمحدِس ِٓ جٌنص . جد ّترن جٌمحسب  

  ٔغرْس رً ػاحء دجتُ.  ذج ذزٌه ذنْس خذّذز  ًٌذج يدىٓ  جْ ّؼذ  جٌطٌجصً جلإٔغحِٔ ِغأٌس ػٍَ جٌنص ٌِخ
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1-Introduction  

Cognitive situation models (Van 

Dijk 1985 and 1994)  are those cognitive 

representations the speaker/hearer  or 

writer /reader modulate in their mind for 

the  purpose of understanding  discourse .  

The new output of information  is not the 

same as that in the text given  but 

something being worked out  in the   

long-term  memory.  Many factors are 

involved in such a texture  most of which 

are attitudinal in nature. But in all cases   

the new product is not the same as the 

original  one. The reader unconsciously 

leaves his print on the old product  since 

he is affected  by his own cognitive 

repertoire.   

        Text  interpretation  is not given by 

the text  itself  but is assigned to  by 

language  users themselves and then it is  

reproduced  somehow differently to 

others by means of cognitive situation 

models which have the role of 

simplifying reality. Also, understanding 

discourse and text usually  takes into 

consideration knowledge of both the 

world in general ( including social 

situations) and the language in particular 

(Van Dijk 1994). 

         New incoming information is 

resonated with those old ones to capture 

the relation holding between them and to 

build the mental models used later on to 

retrieve the text then after. Those mental 

models are structured hierarchically in 

the mind (see Van Dijk 1985). They are 

subjective in the sense that they are 

unique to the person using them and 

objective in the sense that they are 

perfect representations of the information 

constituting them. Still they are related to 

the background information the language 

user may have. This processing is 

manipulated by a central system the 

function of which is to control the flow 

of incoming new information being 

processed in the mental model in the 

working memory and going to the long-

term memory to be stored there later on 

(see Kintch , Patel and Ericsson 1999). 

            In the process of retrieval the 

opposite direction is going to happen 

starting from the long-term memory 

passing by the episodic memory to 

handle the information in the mental 

model and to have them  as  given 

information to be retrieved. The 

background information  affects the long- 

term memory in one way or another and 

vice versa since storing information 

when happens to be very old  is usually 

transformed to  the background 

knowledge. Still,  background knowledge 

even affects the central system and its 

work. Related information, further, is 

only manipulated in this process. There 

should be a relation of whatever type 

between the  incoming new information 
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and the information in the long-term 

memory and the background knowledge 

(see Van Dijk 1985). 

2-Aims of the Study 

  The present study aims at : 

1-Investigating the structure ,role and 

nature of the cognitive situation models.   

2- Investigating   the  subjects' capacity 

to  retrieve  what  they  have   heard. 

3- Showing  to  what  extent  those  

subjects  can  add  to  the original   texts.  

4- Verifying the  role of  social situations   

in  comprehending ,                             

recalling , and adding information to 

these texts. 

5-Describing the role of long and short-

term memories in retrieving 

and                                       reproducing 

the information being processed. 

 

3-Hypotheses  

1- The language  user   builds  a  

cognitive  model   to  comprehend  

the                  discourse ,  to use it later  

on  to  reproduce   and  understand   the  

text.     

2.Information relevant  to the language 

user ( because of physical proximity     or 

relatedness to  a goal)  is  more  

accessible than information  that does      

  not meet this criterion .    

3.-Those  pieces of information which  

are  consistent and   fixed  need  less      

reading    time than those which are not .      

4. Information which is  related to the 

readers' emotions and  ideologies is     

more accessible than the one  which is 

not .  

5- Subjects    produce  texts which are 

some how different from  those which     

are read to them by someone due to 

differences of the knowledge                   

repertoire the subjects may have.              

                                                    

4- Procedures  

            In the present study eight students 

are selected to comprehend three  Arabic 

texts chosen because they are  up-to-date 

ones . The  advisor  reads the texts one 

by one more than one time as the 

informants need so that they comprehend 

the texts. They are asked to write what 

they hear and understand from the texts. 

Whatever the informants may add would 

be considered. Then the results are 

discussed and analyzed . This procedure 

is conducted to see how the informants 

structure the  cognitive models of the 

texts  given and how they are going to be 

crystallized in their production.   
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5- Value of the Study  

          It is hoped that this study will be 

valuable  practically since it tries to 

present a general framework of the 

cognitive situation models at the level of 

discourse comprehension. 

        So  it is also hoped  to be of value to 

teachers, researchers and students of 

discourse analysis and those who are 

interested in  linguistics.  

6- Theoretical Background 

           The term of mental model in 

general  is  first used by Craik (1943) in 

his book “ The Nature of  Explanation ˮ  

. Many years, the term is used no more 

till  Gentener  and Stevens (1983) use it  

in their book  to solve problems of 

connectivity between logic and 

psychology . It has nothing to do with 

discourse comprehension  which is dealt 

with in Van Dijk and Kintch (1983).  

Also, it should be noted that the concept 

of   model  used here  is different from 

Johnson-Laird's (1983)  in his book  

Mental Models.   Johnson-Laird used the 

term to explain strange contradictions 

between  logical and psychological 

interferences with no focus on 

comprehension and discourse processing 

during understanding  ( cf  Van Dijk , 

1995).Then, the concept of  model used 

by Van Dijk is   an  internal  'scale – 

model' - representation of a  reality. This 

concept with some modifications  is 

adopted  here as well. 

              Following Van Dijk (1985 and 

1994) these mental models are referred to  

as cognitive situation models. Although 

they are necessarily cognitive, they need 

not always be situational in the sense 

related to interaction. Instead, they are 

always related to a specific cognitive 

situation. The cognitive approach that we 

are proposing here is applicable to both 

spoken and written discourses although 

different strategies are involved in the 

realizations of these two genres of 

discourse as they have the same bases of 

mental cognitive representations . So the 

term 'situation' refers here  to the specific 

cognitive context of the discourse /text  

processed .  It is  a cognitive situation 

model which determines the construction 

of the structure of the discourse at hand 

(see Van Dijk 1994). 

          Most   cognitive   scientists  and 

linguists  believe that  a mental model 

constitutes  unstable,  subjective,  running 

and  abstract schema  segments.  However,  

the   structure   of   these  models    is   still    

obscured  .  ( See Davidson et al.,1999, Van 

Dijk , 1995 and  Yvonne , Rutherford, 

Andrew and Bibby  1992). 

          The concept of  model  as 

represented here  is different from the 

casual word of model usually referring to 
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an approach of analysis with a fixed 

theoretical background.  The concept of 

model referred to here is represented in 

cognitive, psychological, and 

computational  linguistics , and later has 

been used by  Van Dijk and Kintch 

(1983) in text (or discourse) processing ;  

text understanding , comprehension , and 

reproduction . Accordingly,  "model" can 

be defined as the cognitive representation 

the users of language build to process the 

text at hand. It is “a construct in episodic 

memory that represents the event or 

situation a text is about"   (Van Dijk 1995 

: 394). It is “ the ideal interface between 

shared  social information such as 

knowledge , on the one hand and the 

personal, unique,  semantic interpretative 

or productive  [information]  of a specific 

text , on the other hand ˮ  .  (   Ibid : 395) 

. So,  texts are not related to the objective 

world they belong to , but to a subjective 

cognitive representation the language 

users build in their mind and specifically 

in the working memory or what Van Dijk   

called  “episodic memory ˮ    during the 

process of the text .  Text processing then 

involves building new ad hoc and unique 

models or updating already existing  

ones.  A specific model for a specific text 

of whatever type  or size should be 

specified for this text and not others. It is 

personal , subjective , and  related  to the  

old  experience of its user. 

             Actually, these models (in 

addition to their reflection of the text 

undergoing the process) activate and 

update the already  existing information 

in the whole repertoire of knowledge 

people may have. The given new text 

does not meet the actual one but only  in 

the main  points which we shall call the 

red  boundaries of  the text . These  main   

points in the text are going to be  

retrieved almost the same but the minor 

details are not going to. Hence, texts are 

not interpreted according to their relative 

reality, but to the model the reader 

constructs to understand the text. This is 

the essence of human productivity. The 

essence of communication altogether,  

then , is a matter of sharing these models 

among language users  and  knowledge 

of the whole world could be modulated  

in a set of models . It is here where 

philosophy and discourse analysis meet 

to consider reality as a relative matter.  

         The term  'mental model' on the 

other hand is “ partial , subjective , and 

relevant cognitive mapping of the real 

world‟‟ (Van Dijk , 1985 : 62) . It 

provides the referential basis for the text 

comprehension .  

           Also it is  defined as “ 

representations of fragments of the world 

with respect to which expressions are 

meaningful , or may be assigned truth 

value” (Ibid).  So,  it  constitutes the  
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base of the interpretation process taking 

place during discourse processing. It is  

also " the experiential  basis for more 

general and abstract ״frames״ or ״script  

 in memory…[and]…their localization in״

memory suggests that [these]  models are 

integrated  structures of  previous 

experiences of  individuals‟‟ (Ibid. 63). 

It can be running  like a film or computer 

program and watched in the mind's eye 

while it is running. 

       So, mental models are „„ 

representations [which usually consist of 

categories of propositions organized 

hierarchically] in [ working] … memory 

of situations , acts or events spoken [ or 

written ] or thought about , observed or 

participated in by human actors" (Van 

Dijk ,1994: 1). Thus, they may be 

referred to as cognitive situation models.  

 

7-Models of Discourse 

Comprehension  

     This section handles the approaches of  

discourse   comprehension which  have a 

great role to play in text processing.  

Four models are going to be tackled here 

, the Resonance model , the landscape 

model ,the Langston  and Trabasso  

model  and  the  Construction  –  

Integration model. The resonance  

approach  which  is  first proposed  by  

Myers  and   O'Brein    1998 is an 

approach of describing a” bottom – up 

reinstatement process”. 

  Sentences in  the  same  text  are   

processed  and  manipulated  at  the same 

  phase of time and  a network  of  

concepts  is  constructed in  the  short-

term memory. It  should  be  noted   also  

that  in  resonance  theory,  items  which 

are  not  part  of  the  text    should  be 

given by the  modeler. In  the  working 

memory ,there  is  an  integration  of the 

incoming (new) information and the  

already  existing (old)  one  taking  a  

form  of   activation. Such  an integration 

is  referred  to  in   the   resonance   

theory   as   'reinstatement   phenomenon' 

(see  Mayers and O'brein  1998 and 

Frank, 2004). 

               Reinstatement  is  either top –

down or bottom –up. If it is top- down , 

        subjects  try  to   integrate  the  

incoming  information to  earlier  ones in 

the  working   memory.  If   the 

connection  between  the  two  pieces  of 

       information is missing ;the mental  

representation   of the text is searched 

until a connection  can  be  made. This 

causes  earlier text  elements to be 

reinstated  into  the     reader‟s  working   

memory.  
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       Bottom- up interpretation of    the 

text  is  something  different  in  the sense   

that   there  is  no  search  process    to  

make   such  a  connection taking  place.   

Instead   the   incoming  elements   

reactivate  the  already existing  ones. 

The   old information , in   other  words,  

resonates  to the new  information in all  

cases. ( See Myers and  O‟ Brien, 1998).                          

        Items  from   the  sentences  

(including   concepts,   propositions, and 

sentence markers)  are processed  

according  to the resonance  approach 

and not   the    whole   sentence.  But    

very  time     a  sentence  is   processed  it   

is put  in  a format  of network  including 

these items of the sentence. 

        The  second    approach    to    the 

study  of    discourse  comprehension is   

the  'landscape approach ' stimulated by 

Van den    Broek et al., ) 1999). 

 This model is restricted to a higher level 

in discourse comprehension. It is related 

to the process of how the activation of 

items take place in the ( long- term and 

short- term) memories. The concept of 

value is important here since the ( input ) 

propositions when activated in the 

memory have  a specific value ; specially 

when they are related to the reader 

knowledge. This value differs from one 

proposition into another, the maximum of 

which is the more relevant to the (long-

term ) memory. Like the resonance 

model , items which are not found in the 

text and needed for text comprehension 

should be supplied by the modeler from 

the mental models ( See Van den Brock 

et al., 1999). 

         The third approach to the study of 

discourse comprehension  is the 

Langston and    Trabasso model proposed 

by Trabasso‟s works  in the 1980s and 

1999. Also here items  which  are not 

found in the text and needed for text 

comprehension should be supplied by the 

modeler. This model is related to the 

causality relatedness between the 

propositions of the discourse .  

“Statements that have a stronger causal 

relation to previous story events are read 

faster and recalled more often …and 

rated more important to the text‟‟ (  see  

Myers , Shinjo , and Duffy 1987 and 

Langston and Trabsso 1999).  

            The fourth approach to the study 

of discourse comprehension is the 

construction  -   integration  model   

proposed   mainly  by   Kintch ,  (1988)   

and  (1998). Kintch claims that the user- 

language‟s and linguistic knowledge  is 

kept in a theoretical package called “ 

knowledge – net‟‟consisting of items 

connected  together. When the text is 

manipulated , the items of the text choose 

some other items from this net and the 

rest of the net is left behind. Two 
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processes thus  are taking  place here , 

„construction‟ and „integration‟. In the 

first process , items from the language 

user‟s knowledge are selected . In the 

second , maximally important and 

relevant items are going to be selected 

and others less important are left behind 

(see Kintch 1988 and 1998). 

        Also other models of discourse 

comprehension are found. To mention 

few only are the predication and the 

Gestalt models. ( For the Gestalt models 

see Landauer and Dumais , 1997, 

Altmaun, 1997, and  for the Predication 

model see  John and, McClelland 1990 

and 1992, and John , 1992).                  

8-Features of Cognitive  Situation 

( Mental ) Models 

         Mental models are comprehensive,  
they include all the objects, states and 

actions of the memory  system.  Also 

they  should be  concise  having   enough  

details . They should be  coherent and 

concrete (showing intuitive sense and 

good level of familiarity).  They  also   

should be  conceptual   (meaningful) ,  

correct (having actual objects and events) 

and considerate (use appropriate 

vocabulary and organization), (see Van 

Dijk 1985 : 63 ; see also Mayer 1989).   

         Mental models should allow fast, 

effective and relevant representation and 

retrieval of information  (Van Dijk 1985 : 

64). Also they should have a specific 

structure that can be at least similar  to 

that of the discourse being processed. At 

last renewing these models and other 

processing that these models undergo  

should be easy to be accomplished 

.Accordingly,  three features can be 

identified here ,speed , structure , and 

easiness. 

         Furthermore , it is assumed that the 

structure of the mental models is 

categorical and hierarchical in nature . 

The theoretical bases of the mental  

model consists of categories  arranged 

hierarchically depending on the principle 

of importance and interest.  Most 

important categories are supposed to be 

at the top of the hierarchy  ( see  Van 

Dijk  1994:4) . This means that in every  

understanding process in a specific  

situation we expect to find a model  

consisting of a number of  categories , 

the related information are kept in . This 

principle  applies to all  types of models 

and in both the short and  long- term 

memories . ( cf Van Dijk 1985 : 64). 

Accordingly, Mental models have a role 

in the organization of the (short and long-

term) memory in the way that they 

organize information  in packages  

depending on size and type of this 

information ( cf Van Dijk  1985:  1 ). 
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9-Types of Mental Models  

Van Dijk 1985 identified three types 

of mental models:  the general ,  the 

particular , and the social mental models 

embodying a type of interfacing between 

them. He believes that „„Models … 

embody the interface between episode, 

personal knowledge of ..(texts) … and 

the socially shared belief of groups‟‟(Van 

Dijk  1994 : 1). Particular  mental models 

refer to those models which are related to 

a  particular place , time , situation and 

person. They are  manipulated at the 

same time of speaking. They are 

expected to be localized mostly in the 

short-term memory. They  hold new  

fragments  of information which can 

always renew the repertoire   of 

information in the long-term memory. 

General mental models represent  the 

consultation ,  references   , and /or the 

source models from  which and to which 

information from the particular mental 

models  clashes in discourse 

comprehension, retrieval, and 

reproduction.  

            The third type of  models are the 

„„social  models‟‟. These models are 

shared among the members of specific 

group and they are socially relevant. 

Generally, mental models go through 

more abstraction , generalization and 

decontextualization processes  taking into 

consideration socially , and ideologically 

shared opinions and attitudes to construct 

the social – situation  models. These 

constitute the ultimate viewpoint the  

members of the group may have towards  

the world altogether  , as well as the 

group – expected motivations, goals  and 

even situation- governed actions (see 

Van Dijk 1994). 

      Social  situation  models  are  

expected  to  be  located  in  the  far  back   

 of  the long-term memory where views 

of changing and renewing are difficult to 

be attacked   due to problems of 

sacredness  these models may hold (cf 

Van Dijk ,1985 : 63).   

       The flow of information between 

these three types of mental models and 

the short- term memory and the long- 

term memory should be controlled by a 

specific central  system the role of which 

is to organize the flow of information 

between these phases, otherwise  things 

would be in a mess. Such a  system is 

located in between the short-term 

memory and the long- term memory and 

we offer to call it here „the central 

system‟. So, mental models have no 

specific location  in the memory but 

flying in between the short- term and the 

long-term memory and being  controlled 

by the central system. 
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10-Short and Long-Term 

Memories 

             Incoming information must be 

stored whenever they enters the system 

of human processing. However,  such 

storage is relative to people and intensity. 

Scholars believe that there are three  

storage stages  in the brain: sensory stage 

, the short-term memory and the long-

term memory. These stages filter the 

incoming information and leave behind 

those information which we have  

nothing to   do  with  (See Collette et al. , 

2000 : 46). Looking at  a group of boys 

playing football in the street on our way 

home is an incoming information which 

should be filtered out if it has nothing to 

do with our own deep memories.  But it 

is not if it has a relevance to our 

experience ( like reminding us of a close 

relative who has already died  because he  

was playing football in the street and 

being killed in a car accident).  After 

passing the sensation memory , the 

incoming information moves to the short- 

term memory. This memory has a limited 

capacity where we expect to have the 

processes involved in text manipulations 

.It is referred to as working memory and 

defined as" a limited capacity system 

responsible for the temporary storage and 

processing of information while 

cognitive tasks are performed " ( Collette 

et al . 2000: 46). It is here where the 

language user decides to  keep  the  

information or retain it. Storing 

information in the long-term memory 

needs a great amount of effort since 

every piece of information should have a 

connection in the long- term memory, a 

task that is not easily determined. New 

incoming information needs to resonate 

with the old ones in the long- term  

memory. 

         Students sometimes keep the 

incoming information in the short-term 

memory for a while by strategies 

different from those used in the long-

term memory to retrieve the information 

in the exam . It is something  similar to 

keeping a telephone number to recall 

somebody at the moment . This number 

is needed no more  then. Storage of 

information in the short-term memory 

could be conducted through repetition 

even if the language user does not 

understand what  this information means. 

Understanding , on the other hand , 

involves sending this piece of 

information  somewhere else  to find the 

connection , sending it then  to the long-

term memory. It is here where the text is 

understood and stored. When the 

incoming information is related to 

something that the language user already 

knows about  very well, storage and 

understanding of this piece of 

information becomes  easily manipulated 

(see Kintch et. al 1999) .  
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        So  short- term memory is going to 

be the working memory  where texts and 

incoming information are going to be 

processed (understood, comprehend, 

retrieved or reproduced). It is defined as  

a temporary motivation of  incoming  

information in comprehension and in 

retrieval in long-term memory. Short 

term memory processes information 

coming  whether from the sensory stage 

in comprehension or from the long-term 

memory in information retrieval (cf 

Collette et al. , 2000 : 48 and 

www.2013).  

          Long- term memory is the memory 

where huge files of information are going 

to be stored hierarchically (see Van Dijk  

1995 and Kintch et al. 1999) . These files 

are called for whenever incoming 

information enters the short term 

memory to get resonated with to activate 

this new information and in turn 

reactivate the old ones .The new 

information is going to be processed  and 

added then (if necessary)  to the old files 

of information if they are ultimately new. 

If not, they are going to be integrated 

with the old ones and change them. 

      In this sense, short- term memory 

cannot be understood to be a " gate way" 

but a working stage between sensory 

stage and long term memory. It is  

instead a working   memory  where  a set 

of  operations  are conducted (cf  Collette 

et al. , 2000 : 48). 

            Parts of the activation process 

happens in the short term memory and 

parts in the long term memory.  Still , 

activation involves all the information 

available till the process of filtering the 

relevant information takes place in the 

long term memory  ( cf  Kintch  et al. , 

1999: 186). 

           Many variables are involved in the 

long and short-term memories. These 

include perceptual features , linguistic 

features , propositional structure, scripts, 

goals , lexical knowledge , frames , 

general knowledge , prior text together 

with the cognitive situation models .( See 

Van Dijk and Kintch ,1983:347 and also 

Kintch et al. ,1999:188). Each of these 

terms needs a discussion by itself. But 

grouping them like that activates views to 

handle long-term memory with more care 

and respect ( See Figure 1). 
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11-Levels of  Processing   

        Three levels of processing can be 

established : surface representation level , 

text base  level and the situational level . 

The surface level deals with the text‟s 

literal wording . At the text base ; the 

second level „„ the meaning of the text is 

represented as a network of concepts and 

propositions from the text‟‟(  Frank et al. 

, 2007: 133). The third level arises when 

items from the text base are related to the 

reader‟s knowledge of the world . These 

levels are specific and unique to the 

language user to the extent that discourse 

comprehension is relatively manipulated 

being tied to people's experience and 

memory repertoire ( cf Van Dijk , 2000: 

228).   

  

12-Reproduction and Retrieval of 

Information from  Memory 

     Reproduction and retrieval as 

concepts are taken in this study 

cognitively. Learning and teaching have 

nothing to do here . They are taken for 

purpose of gaining  evidence from 

memory and  this is the only way to gain 

back information from memory ( whether 

short or long- term memory). Discourse 

representation involves a set of  

representations and complex operations 

that together may be thought of 

(theoretically) as a discourse 

reproduction unit in mind. This unit is 

pragmatically, semantically and formally 

controlled . 

( see Van Dijk , 2000: 235). 

Five  principles  determine the process of 

retrieval in discourse processing     

1- Reconstruction    

2- Multiple Application 

3-  Valuable Principle 

4- Being    supported by knowledge 

system 

     5-Relevance (Ibid).                   

          People need to reconstruct their 

discourses to save space in memory. 

Information could be reconstructed to get 

inferred by others. Also, such 

reconstructive  information could be 

stored deeply in the memory to be used 

later on in other discourses 

comprehension to be a " reference" to go 

back to when needed. In this sense the   

reconstruction   information  will  be 

applied  

multiply which arises the second 

principle of retrieval in discourse 

processing. This principle allows the 

information to be used ( when stored as a 

reference in the long term memory)  with 

every type of relevant  situations and to 

get resonant with to make use of when 

needed later on .                                             
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          The third  principle,  being  

valuable  is related to the structural basis 

of the text. Simply  the higher the 

structural value , the higher the correct 

retrieval of the discourse. Badly 

structured discourse is not likely to be 

retrieved correctly and misunderstanding 

is likely to happen here. (see Van Dijk 

2000).                                                        

          Retrieval should be supported by 

knowledge system the memory may have 

in   general and this is the fourth 

principle. It is the system of  language 

that the participant is retrieving the 

discourse from. Sometimes when a 

missing word or construction faces the 

participant , he has to offer some other 

element belonging to the same system 

and subsystem. So, he should construct 

another element which matches the 

already existing one.                                                                                           

          In the fifth principle  two aspects 

of relevance are involved  , one is related 

to the language user himself and the 

other to the incoming information in the 

text processed. Further,  the most 

relevant pieces of information to  the 

language users are likely to be retrieved 

faster than those   which are not. 

Language users are likely to use other 

elements from the same knowledge 

system or subsystem to retrieve the text 

at hand (see Van Dijk  1980).  

13- The Model of Analysis  

         Incoming information should 

always be updated during text 

processing. Such an operation is usually  

conducted in the mental models proposed 

during  the processes  of  text 

comprehension. If the language users try 

to come up with the incoming 

information they have to always update 

the information in the mental models. 

The new information is more available 

than the old ones. (see Zwaan and 

Madden  2004 ). Things  usually change 

their placing and timing every part of a 

second.  New information becomes  old 

and the old one becomes new and 

successful processing of the texts is 

impossible without such updating.  It is 

expected to have a lot of mistakes to 

happen. Accordingly,  incoming 

information during such updating 

resonates with all the repertoire   the 

language user may have in the long-term 

memory even with information which 

has nothing to do with the current text. 

They  are  reactivated  again and again in 

the  working  memory (  short- term 

memory). Here,  they are integrated  with 

new information to change  or fix the 

mental models of the incoming 

information. The old information could 

also be changed in the new mental 

models to change  the whole view of the 

world of the language user accordingly. 
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      It is expected to find pieces  of 

information that are more available , 

relevant , informative , and important, 

more accessible and workable than those  

which are not. Yet  they are all resonated 

in the working memory . 

       Reading times should be taken into 

consideration here. The fixed and 

consistent information  should have less 

reading times than inconsistent ones . 

The name of the protagonist in a story 

and his general point of view towards the 

world  for instance should have less 

reading time than those which are not 

related to the  protagonist or to some 

minimal characters in the story. (cf 

Zwaan and Madden  2004 )   

       When people want to communicate 

effectively with each other and 

comprehend texts and speech , they first 

build a model  choosing  the  relevant 

belief , the relevant intention,  relevant 

setting  and   relevant goals and then start 

to communicate this model. This 

approach represents a cognitive model of 

information   processing.  It  concentrates  

on  the  nature  of this processing 

(reproduction , comprehension , retrieval 

and understanding) as a dynamic, 

multiple , and on –line mechanisms.  

       Also,  the structure of the mental 

model  is very similar to the structure of 

the discourse at hand.  So, what is 

comprehended as the most important 

issue is the structure of the text rather 

than a set of propositions the text 

constitutes.       

           In the retrieval of the discourse the 

participants draw information from the 

three types of the mental models 

(general, particular and social models) 

under the control of the central system . 

Any linguistic item however small and 

simple  could be a cue to resonate the 

relevant information in the other mental 

models. Resonation could be partial or 

complete depending on the relevance of 

the information in these models 

underlying  rules of abstraction, 

particularization, generalization, deletion, 

addition, transformation, contrast, 

evaluation, substitution ,reformulation, 

foregrounding, shifting, background, 

repetition  and   solving   ambiguity. 

       Also different kinds of constraints 

are found here in the retrieval of the 

discourse at hand. These constraints 

could be pragmatic, cognitive , rhetorical 

, communicative , cultural , linguistic…  

etc. (cf Van Dijk , 1998:67). Hierarchical 

representation  of information could  also 

be  due to politeness constraints. And 

another constraint which also control 

discourse comprehension is the principle 

of simplicity . The simple the text is  the 

easy it is to be processed at any stage of 

life. 
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14-Text Analysis 

                Three texts of different topics 

entitled " The Arab Spring", " Freedom" 

and " Globalization"  are given  to eight 

university students of third year 

/Department of English  at the College of  

Basic Education/ Mosul University(1) 

.The texts are read by the advisor one by 

one. Each text is read more than once as 

the students and the context require. 

Then the students are asked to retrieve 

what they have heard from the advisor. 

The written version of the   texts  are not 

given to the subjects  under any 

condition. The subjects  are free to write 

what they think they hear from the 

advisor . Then the results are collected  

and analyzed as shown later on. After a 

period of time the same students are 

reminded  of the texts they had listened 

to in the experiment indirectly. The 

original texts are not going to be given to 

the subjects in order not to Xerox them as 

they are without comprehending them. 

Listening to the texts will give the 

informants the chance to build the 

models we are looking for. The 

informants are allowed to add only 20℅ 

of the texts and not more than that . Also 

they are asked to give their rendering in 

Arabic  to avoid the problem of 

mastering the language since it is not 

expected    that all the students master 

English language very well. In what 

follows each text is going to be handled 

differently.                                

        The texts  are going to be analyzed 

into episodes  according to the  level of 

importance. The most important  ones  

should be remembered by  all the subjects 

( and  we  shall call them the red spots).   

Other  episodes  which are somehow less   

important  are   going to be forgotten even 

by one or two students ( they  are   the  

yellow  spots ) and  the  green  spots  are  

going  to  be  those elements  (or  episodes 

)  which  are relative to  the  informants (as 

far as  its importance is   concerned). 

Additions by the  informants  are  going   

to   be   stressed   in all cases. Also 

differences between  the  students 

themselves are going  to be stressed as 

well since these differences could have a 

socio-cultural  value .     

         Whether the text comprehended is 

going to be stored in the long- term 

memory or not also plays a role here.  

After a period of time , the  subject  is 

going to retrieve this text if he has a 

chance  to store it in his long- term 

memory (which depends on the time he 

needs to process it and the relation 

between this text as conducted in a model 

and his old repertoire of information).  

When the text is said by the advisor is 

something and when read and then the 

text is left behind is something else since 

through nonverbal communication  the 
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advisor will unconsciously reflect 

something on the text.                                                                                                                      

4.1.Text(1)  Globalization 

         The genre of this text is simple 

argumentative  due to    the existence of an 

introduction ,    argument  (1) ,  argument  

(2)  ,  and    conclusions  ( for this structure  

see    Eemerern  and    Grootendorst  1994).  

It  is  simple  because this structure is so 

simple  and  clear  and  nothing stands   in  

between  the four phases of the discourse. 

When  other  items  get  in  between  these  

four  phases  , the structure is said to be  

complex.(cf  Eemerern et al 1992). 

       The text starts with an introduction of 

the subject “ globalization‟‟  representing a 

definition of this term  and this is the first 

phase of  the   structure  

( introduction). The second phase represents 

the positive effect of globalization  on 

nations and this the second phase of the 

structure , argument (1).Against such an 

argument is argument  (2) which represents 

the third phase of the structure . It is the 

negative effect of  globalization on nations 

.Then the conclusion (as the last phase)  is 

given represented by a personal view point 

of the writer in a form of  advice for his 

readers to be aware of globalization. A piece 

of logically wrong information has been 

given deliberately in this text to see the 

effect of this on the comprehension of the 

text ( الحذر من العالم  الثالث) (that they should be 

careful of the third world ). It is not the third 

world but the first world. The writer's 

language  is Arabic and he belongs to the 

third world , and we do not expect him to 

warn others of his world. 
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As shown in the  above table  participant   

(1)   has   her   own   understanding   of the   

positive   effect  of globalization in the sense 

of making  use  of  time  with  less  effort. 

One of the most important finding here is 

that the wrong piece of information is 

reflected as it is „wrong ‟. Sense of 

productively is missing here. The participant 

is unlikely to change the text even if it is 

wrong. „„The conclusion‟‟ is represented 

here in a form of conclusion that „„ the 

negative effect of globalization is dangerous  

, not in a form of  advice like the case in the  

text . Participant (2) missed the first 

argument since she believes that   

globalization has only a positive effect .To 

ensure this she gives a good example from  

„Greece‟ as an experience the participant has 

in her memory.  The wrong piece of 

information is avoided altogether . 

Participant (2) represents the conclusion in a 

personal view point including a new concept 

as an example.  Participant (3) missed all the 

phases of  structure since all the text is 

represented in a chain of sentences which 

are not understood altogether. Participant (4) 

missed the introduction. Instead he preferred 

to have a personal view point of his own 

about the term without defining it. Also, 

examples are  given in representing 

argument (2) in the production of the text.  

The conclusion is also represented by a 

personal  view point. The wrong piece   of 

information is also avoided altogether . 

                Participant (5) missed the 

conclusion which is  a very important  phase 

of  the structure. Examples are given in the 

introduction and the wrong piece of 

information is corrected instead of getting 

ignored.    Participant (6) reflects the text as 

it is without any change. He was so exact 

that  even the advice is kept and the wrong 

piece of information is corrected in                                                            

a simple way.    Participant (7) shows no 

structure at all and he missed all the phases 

of the structure  with the avoidance of the 

wrong piece of information. Also participant 

(8) has kept the structure and he adds 

something new to argument (2)and to the 

conclusion which is represented as a 

personal view point. The wrong piece of 

information is avoided altogether. 

14.2.Text (2) The Arab Spring  

           The genre of this discourse is 

complex argumentative. It is argumentative 

since it is represented in a structure 

consisting of introduction , argument (1), 

argument (2), and conclusion .It is complex  

since argument (1)  is separated from 

argument (2) by a separate and specific view 

point. Also the text  starts with an 

introduction representing the definition   of 

"Arab spring" followed by argument (1). 

This argument represents the positive idea of 

the existence of Arab spring  as a fact . The 

second argument represents the idea that 
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"Arabic spring" is not a fact but an illusion , 

showing a negative  side of the first 

argument .These two arguments are then 

followed by a conclusion showing a 

personal wish of the writer.  The first 

argument is cut with another conclusion,  a 

wish of the writer mixed with a criticism 

making the genre of the text a complex 

argumentative one. 
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As shown in the above table , most of 

the structures   are  missing due  to the 

complexity  of  the  text  and its structure . It 

seems that the   participants here are 

somehow unable to  retrieve  this  discourse  

due  to the lack of  the  background 

information of the subject .  

     Participant  (1) tried to add some new 

information  like  Zionist  occupation  and  

the social  level of people , the slaves ( 

which exists no more). Sill, she missed the 

structure of the text and most important 

elements of it.  She was not in  need  to  

repeat  the  reading because she was sure 

that the problem was not with getting the 

information  but with having no mental 

background about the topic in general.  

Participant  (2)  had  little   information  

about the topic,  so he gave examples 

showing  this knowledge  about  the  subject.  

Participant (3)  seemed  to have missed the 

structure  and the  meaning of the text 

altogether. As shown in the previous text  

his bad mastery of Arabic  has a role to play 

here.  Participant (4)  started  with   the   

conclusion  and  she  seemed  to have  

missed  the     meaning   of   the   concept   

altogether ,  although   she  had  given   a  

personal   argument and   view  point. 

       Participant (5)  seems to have captured 

the structure of the text though things are 

represented   differently   with   different  

wording  and  samples  are   given  to 

elaborate such an understanding of the text.  

Participant   (6)  takes   the  voice  of  the  

writer  and explains things as they are 

without any change showing  a vague  case  

of direct retrieving of things.   Participant  

(7)  gives a conclusion at the very beginning 

of the text and gives an example to elaborate 

his speech . Still the structure is not 

complete and the text lacks  so much details.  

Participant   ( 8 )  also   starts   with   a 

conclusion  and  new  related  concepts  

are involved like (nationalism ). 

        Those participants  who  have   a 

conclusion  at  the very beginning  of the  

text  almost  have  another  conclusion  at 

the very end of the  text ,  a structure 

which  looks  like :   conclusion - argument 

(1)  –  argument  (2) -  conclusion.  The 

assessment accordingly  is given in 

advance  in stead  of    : Introduction  -  

argument  ( 1 )  -  conclusion -  argument ( 

2 )  -   conclusion which proves that 

complex structures are complex to build 

mental models about. 

14.3.Text(3) Freedom 

The genre of this text is descriptive .  It   starts 

with an introduction and a definition followed 

by a development of the topic of freedom 

giving its conditions  and   then   a conclusion  

representing  a personal  view   point of 

respecting others‟ freedom and privacy is given. 
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As shown in  table (3)   most of the 

participants capture the three phases of the 

structure with almost different wordings 

.Most of them  are able to capture the main 

proposition of the text. Also, as shown in the 

table ,  most of the participants are not in 

need of another reading of the text due to its 

simple structure. The additions or changes 

of wording the participants have in this text 

are due to their differences in ideological  

background . 

             Participant (1)  adds the concept of „ 

women in Islam‟ to be the most perfect 

sample to be given in a topic of freedom . 

Also another example participant (1) has 

given another example which  is that of  „ 

bird and fish‟ and the comparison between 

them in relation to freedom. Participant (2) 

has used one hadith of the Prophet 

Mohammad (peace be upon him). These two 

participants ,it seems have been  affected 

greatly by the text to the extent  that they 

relate this topic to their belief . Just like the 

case  in  text (1) and (2) Participant(3) is 

unable to capture neither the main 

proposition nor the structure of the text due 

to lack of mastering the language. 

Participant(4) seems to have a political 

ideology affecting his understanding of the 

text . He has given an example which is 

politically oriented , i.e. the freedom of 

some parties in Iraq. Also  it seems that 

personal problems affect the participants' 

retrieval of the text.  Participant(4) has 

troubles with his fiancée,  he was unable to 

get married  because of  some   financial 

problems. So, this is also reflected as an 

example in his retrieval of the text.  

          Participant(5) also uses the concept of 

„women in  Islam‟ to be used  as an example 

in his text. Another concept is the „ West‟s 

understanding of freedom ‟ which 

participant(5) believes to have a role to play 

in understanding freedom.  Participant (6) 

also adds the Western view point of freedom 

in relation to   the Eastern one. Most of the 

participants conclude their texts in a form of 

personal view point.  Participant(7) shows 

the difference between the Western and the 

Eastern societies in understanding the term 

„freedom‟.                                    

Participant(8) gives a different 

understanding of the term     'freedom'  

though the same structure is kept and the 

same main proposition is given . Freedom is 

taken in relation to satisfaction  and it is a 

personal issue that the free person is that one 

who feels free even if he is really a slave. 

Mind , accordingly , should be set free first 

in order to have freedom. Such a 

philosophical  conception is related to 

ideology of logic and philosophy the 

participant may hold.  

  

15. Discussion  

           Throughout the analysis  of the text 

different  variables are  shown  here , the 

structure of the texts , the participates' 
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ideology , and the personal and emotive  

problems as well levels of education and 

age. In the two simple structures represented 

by texts (1) and  (3) the participants  have 

almost the same structures of the original 

texts. Accordingly, the mental models of 

these texts are represented as the structure of 

the texts rather than  a sets of propositions. 

These structures are affected by the  

participates‟ ideology in the sense that some 

elements which are not found in the original 

text is added in the retrieval of the texts, the 

religious and political ones are the most 

prominent.  

                    Most of those represented 

texts are not just perfect like the original 

texts, which shows that the participants 

have the texts being undergoing  

processes   of   generalization  ,   

abstraction  ,  particularization … etc. 

The advisor being  a Kurdish person  

(since Kurdishes  pay more attention to 

such topics in their life due to the 

difficult circumstances they live under 

for many years)   affects some 

participants'  judgment about the most 

important elements in the text 

(globalization  الحزية / العولمة   freedom).    

              Also, personal problems are 

reflected in the texts and announced 

publically  since the participant (e.g. 

participant 4 in text 3) believes that 

understanding the texts is affected by 

mentioning these problems as an example in 

the productive texts. The complex  structure 

of text (2) makes it somehow difficult to be 

retrieved , although ,the text , its main 

proposition, and wording is very easy to 

understand which also proves that retrieval 

is a matter of structure not wording.  

          The  subjects  need  some time to 

retrieve the text. So, the age and the level of 

education play a vital role in such a process; 

younger subjects need long time than the 

older ones (here participants 1 and 6) to 

retrieve the text due to experience 

culmination  and less educated people need 

longer time than those who are more 

educated ones. 

              It seems that retrieval of 

discourse is related to emotive cues since 

more comfortable participants are  more 

likely to retrieve the discourse than those 

who are not  . By  chance   some 

participants were unhappy  at the time of 

the task , they retrieve the most important 

elements as those which are not pleasant . 

Also participants depend on those pieces 

of information which are mostly 

prominent to build their categorical and 

hierarchical models of the discourse 

under investigation. Participants  take the 

most important  propositions  to build  a 

hierarchy  of   categories depending on 

the most relevant and  important   

information . Still, those texts which 

show an inside, easy and clear  structure 

are more retrieved than others,  which  
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proves  the  structural  nature of  the 

models  being  construed. 

               Most of the participants missed both 

the main proposition and the phases       of     

the   structure  yielding  thus   a  set   of  

incoherent   and    incohesive texts.  

Also mostly the illogical information is 

avoided altogether, when an illogical piece 

of information about the third world is put 

deliberately  mostly all the participants 

avoid this information and when retrieved , 

it is either corrected  or retrieved as it is as if 

the participant has received something   

which cannot be worked out (e.g. participant 

(1) in   text  1 ).   

            Mostly, the conclusion is represented  

by a specific personal view point.  

And although the new version differs from 

the original text , it has the same structure of 

the text and same main proposition . 

Participants ( 1, 2, 3, 4, and 7) in all the texts  

reflected some  religious ideology in their 

renderings. Participant (2) was unable to 

capture the structure of the three texts due  

to the lack of the mastery of  Arabic 

language( her mother language is not Arabic 

) .  Participant ( 5 and 8) reflected a political 

and philosophical ideology in their    

renderings. Participant ( 6) shows no 

productivity but he reflects the text as it is 

with its main proposition, just like that of 

the writer. 

      Two weeks later , the participants are 

asked about the task to give the main 

propositions  of the three texts.  

Identifying the most important element is 

very crucial since it is going to be the 

core element around which everything is 

going to be said and it is going to be the 

top of the hierarchy. Only participant(3) 

and participant(6) were unable to 

remember any idea about the texts. This 

proves that those two participants built an  

unsuitable mental model in their short- 

term memory and they were unable to 

store such propositions in their long-term 

memory from which  they were unable to 

call any piece of information. The  

problem of participant (6) is related to 

matters of interest .All the other 

participants were  able to retrieve some 

main ideas about the texts at hand and it 

is the main proposition  (the conclusion) 

in texts 1 and 2 ( phase 4)  and the 

introduction in text 3 ( phase 1). 

16. Conclusions                                                                                                    

1- The illogical wrong items are avoided 

mostly  if not corrected . 

2- The   structures   not  the  wording  of 

the  text  are  retrieved  and   even  if      

changed   the participants  represent a 

structure by themselves. 

  3-So we agree that mental  models  are  a 

set of phases of structure not  a set of    
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propositions that the language users build to 

comprehend the text and retrieve it later on.  

4- The  personal  view  point   of  the 

writer  is  represented  as a personal  view 

point of the reader and  not the same as 

that of    the writer . 

     5-  Real  personal   and emotive  problems  

are  also  reflected  in  the retrieval of  the  

text.          Accordingly, information relevant 

to the language –user experience is more 

accessible than information which does not 

meet this criterion. 

    6- The religious ideology is the most 

powerful variable in the  

understanding                                         of the  

text (text 3). 

7- The higher the structural value , the higher  

the retrieval of  the text  is.                              

8- The simplest the structure of the text is, 

the easiest to be retrieved and this variable 

makes text (3) more accessible than other 

texts. 

 17.Notes 

 

          1-For these texts , see the Appendix .  

2-The symbol( + ) means that the 

participant was successful in 

comprehending the phase of the structure 

and the symbol – means that he was not . 

The other small (+) refers to the 

existence of  other new  elements 

(additions by the participants 

themselves). 

3-The  numbers 1-8 represent the 

participants and the number between 

brackets represent the time of reading the 

students needs to understand the text. This 

also has a role to play in understanding the 

text. 

4-The symbol(         )  refers to change of 

the position of the structure  - item,       

the conclusion , in participant (8) seems 

to be at the very beginning of the      text. 
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Appendix 

 _جٌؼٌلمس1-

 جرج ضأثشش ذٍذ ذحنهْحس جلطوحدىح ضطأثش ذمْو جٌرٍذجْ لشّس صغيره ٌطرحدي جٌثمحفحش ًجلالطوحد ًىٌ ِح زً ذحٌؼحلم جلاْ جصرر وطٍو ًجزذه ٌْورر ضؼنَ جٔفطحذ جٌؼحلم

 . ًضغير ِنظٌسٔح نحٌ جٌؼحلم ضفىيرٔح جٌطمذَ فَ مجحي جٌطىنٌٌٌخْح ًضنّْو جٌثمحفس ًجٌطؼشف ػٍَ ػمٌي مخطٍفس ٌطنَّ فٍو خحٔرحْ خحٔد جيجحذَ ًىٌ جٌؼشذْس جِح ضأثيرىح ػٍَ جٌشؼٌخ

 ػٍْنح جلاضرحع ٌو ًِح يجد جلاذطؼحد ػنو ًىنحن ِٓ جٌثمحفحش جٌطَ لا ضنحعرنح فَ جٌغٍرَ ًىٌ جلحذ ذحٌطفىير ػنذ ىزه جٌطىنٌٌٌخْح ًجٌطغٍط ػٍْيح دًْ ضفىير ِح ىٌ ًجخد ًججةحٔد

ًّندشف لهزج جٌطْح جٌٌصٌي جٌْو  ِح ىٌ لهزج جزد جْ جسعً جلى وً جخٌضَ ًجخٌجضَ جلحظش ِٓ جٌؼحلم جٌثحٌث ًِح يححًي س ًلا يخفح ػٍْنح جمْؼحػحدجضنح ًأخلالنح ًىٌ ِح ّغير جٌىثير ِؼو 

  .ّونؼٌْ ِٓ تجنْذ ػمٌٌنح لهُ ًػذَ جٌطفىير فَ جٍ شة ثحَٔ غير جٌؼرث ِؼيُ فّْح

 "جٌشذْغ جٌؼشذِ" زمْمس أَ ًى2ُ-

ّؼني أْ جٌرٍذجْ جٌؼشذْس جٌتي ػحشص ي  ظً أٔظّس جعطرذجدّس ِطخٍفس لذ لا ّىٌْ لهح ِثًْ ي  جٌرٍذجْ جلأخشٍ، بمح ي  رٌه جٌىثير ِٓ ِح ػشف ذحٌشذْغ جٌؼشذِ ػٓ زك أً ذحطً، 

شدجش جٌتي ضشِض ئلى جٌؼغف ًجٌظٍُ ِٓ جلمف ذٍذجْ جٌؼحلم جٌثحٌث. ىزه جٌرٍذجْ جٌتي لم ضؼشف ي  زْحتهح عٌٍ جٌشطحء، أً بمؼنَ آخش لم ضؼشف عٌٍ جٌشمحء ًجٌرإط ًجلاضايحد ًغير رٌه

، ضّْنح بمضٌّٔو جلمششق، ًىىزج ضنطمً ًجلاعطرذجد. ئْ ىزج جلمواٍر غير جلمجّغ ػٍْو ّذي ػٍَ أْ جلألاحس جٌؼشذْس لذ جٔطمٍص ِٓ ًضغ أعٌد ئلى ًضغ خذّذ سمِ "ذحٌشذْغ جٌؼشذِ"

ٌنمْض ًىٌ جٌشطحء أً جخطشّف أً جٌوْف ئلى جٌفوً جلمششق ًىٌ جٌشذْغ ذىً ِح ّؼنْو رٌه ِٓ جمحي ًفطنس جٌرٍذجْ جٌؼشذْس ذؼذ مخحض ػغير زغد أٔوحس ىزج جٌطسًٍْ، ِٓ جٌفوً ج

دًي  شًّ وحفس جٌرٍذجْ جٌؼشذْس، بمح ي  رٌهًجعطمشجس ًسفحىْس ًزْحز وشيدس ًزشّس ًِغحًجز. ىزج ِح ّشدده أٔوحس جٌشذْغ جٌؼشذِ، ًٔطّنَ أْ ّىٌْ وزٌه، ششّاس أْ ّؼُ ىزج جٌشذْغ ٌْ

 جخطٍْح جٌتي لم ضؼشف ي  زْحتهح سذْؼح خحصح بهح، عٌٍ جٌشذْغ جٌزُ ّشّذه لهح زىحِيح جٌمشًعاٌْْ. ًىٌ سذْغ ِنحلض تمحِح لاسمو.

شؼٌخ جلمنامس ٌِّح ِح سذْغ  ًٌىٓ ىً ِح يدـش ذـو جٌؼشخ زحٌْح يدىٓ أْ ٔغّْو سذْؼح؟. ، فحٌشذْغ ِح ّضجي ذؼْذج، ًىزج ٌْظ ِٓ ذحخ جٌطشحؤَ، فرحٌطأوْذ عٌف ّاً ػٍَ

جلححٌْين ًجٌزّٓ فمذًج ِوذجلْطيُ  تي سبمح عثّص ِٓ ذؼض جلحىحَ جٌؼشخ ّشّذًٔو، ًيخطٍف ػٓ ىزج جٌشذْغ جٌزُ أسجده ٌو جٌؼذّذ ِٓ زىحِيُ، ًأسجدضو لهُ وً جٌذًي جٌىبرٍ جلإِبرّحٌْس جٌ

حع ػٓ ِوحلحيُ ي  ٌِجخيس شؼٌبهُ. لا ٔشّذ أِحِيح، ًِٓ ثُ ضشٍ أْ صلازْطيُ ٌٍؼّحٌس لذ جٔطيص أً لم ضؼذ مجذّس، ًضشّذ جعطرذجلهُ بحىحَ خذد ألذس ًأوفأ ػٍَ ضنفْز أًجِشىُ ًجٌذف

ُ وحفس ألاحس حلاش، ًٌىننح ٔمٌي ذىً صذق ئٔنح ٔطّنَ أْ ّاً ػٍَ جٌؼشخ سذْغ زمْمِ، ىٌ رٌه جٌشذْغ جٌزُ ّطونؼو ججةّحىير جٌىحدزس ذؼشق خرْنيح، ًّؼجلإطحٌس ي  عشد ىزه جلازطّ

 htm - forum#forum.ربيع\H:\research جٌرٍذجْ جٌؼشذْس ذذًْ جعطثنحء ٌْظ ي  ضٌٔظ أً ِوش أً ٌْرْح أً جٌّْٓ أً عٌسّح فسغد، ذً ي  وحفس جلألاحس جٌؼشذْس..
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 جلحشّس3-

، ًئْ وحْ ي  جٌظحىش خؼً جلإعلاَ "جلحشّس" زمحً ِٓ جلحمٌق جٌارْؼْس ٌلإٔغحْ، فلا لّْس لحْحز جلإٔغحْ ذذًْ جلحشّس، ًزين ّفمذ جلمشء زشّطو، يدٌش دجخٍْحً

 ؼًّ ًّغؼَ ي  جلأسض. ًٌمذ ذٍغ ِٓ ضؼظُْ جلإعلاَ ٌشأْ "جلحشّس" أْ خؼً جٌغرًْ ئلى ئدسجن ًخٌد جلله ضؼحلى ىٌ جٌؼمً جلحش. ّؼْش ًّأوً ًّششخ، ًّ

خشّٓ لأٔو لذسز جلإٔغحْ ػٍَ فؼً جٌشِء أً ضشوو ذاسجدضو جٌزجضْس ًىِ ٍِىس خحصس ّطّطغ بهح وً ئٔغحْ ػحلً ًّوذس بهح أفؼحٌو ،ذؼْذجً ػٓ عْاشز جٓ ّموذ ذحلحشّس 

 ٌْظ ممٌٍوحً لأزذ لا ي  ٔفغو ًلا ي  ذٍذه ًلا ي  لٌِو ًلا ي  أِطو.

ٓ وً لْذ ًضحذط، لأْ جلحشّس بهزج جٌشىً ألشخ ِح ضىٌْ ئلى جٌفٌضَ، جٌتي ّثيرىح جلهٌٍ ًجٌشيٌز ، أٔو أطٍميح ِ ئلشجس جلإعلاَ ٌٍسشّس لا ّؼني ذارْؼس جلححي

 وثير ِٓ ذني خنغو، فٍُ ّمش ًِٓ جلمؼٌٍَ أْ جلهٌٍ ّذِش جلإٔغحْ أوثش ممح ّرنْو ، ًٌزٌه ِنغ ِٓ جضرحػو، ًجلإعلاَ ّنظش ئلى جلإٔغحْ ػٍَ أٔو ِذِٔ ذارؼو، ّؼْش ذين

 ًْ آخش، ًٌىنو أػاَ وً ًجزذ ِنيُ زشّطو وْفّح وحْ، عٌجء وحْ فشدجً أً جمحػس، ًٌزٌه ًضغ لٌْدجً ضشًسّس، ضضّٓ زشّس ججةّْغ ،ًِنيح : لأزذ بحشّس د

 ألا ضإدُ زشّس جٌفشد أً ججةّحػس ئلى تهذّذ علاِس جٌنظحَ جٌؼحَ ًضمٌّض أسوحٔو. -أ

 ي  رجتهح ًسضرطيح ًٔطحتديح.ألا ضفٌش زمٌلحً أػظُ ِنيح،ًرٌه ذحٌنظش ئلى لّْطيح  -خ

 ألا ضإدُ زشّطو ئلى جلإضشجس بحشّس جٓخشّٓ. -ج 

ْنيّح ،فأػاَ ًبهزه جٌمٌْد ًجٌضٌجذط ٔذسن أْ جلإعلاَ لم ّمش جلحشّس ٌفشد ػٍَ زغحخ ججةّحػس ،وّح لم ّثرطيح ٌٍدّحػس ػٍَ زغحخ جٌفشد ،ًٌىنو ًجصْ ذ

 ولاً ِنيّح زمو. 
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1- Globalization: 

      Globalization means unrolling  the 

world   to  be  a small village  to   share    

 cultures and  economy. This  is what 

happens  nowadays .The  world  has  

emerged  to be  one  mass,   if  one 

country is  affected by collapsing its 

economics , other    countries got 

affected as well.  

     The effect of Arab nations' globalization   

has two  sides, one  

positive                                           and one 

negative .The positive effect of globalization 

lies in the development in  the technological  

field  and  developing  cultures  and  having 

knowledge of  different minds to develop  

our own thinking  and change our 

perspective towards the world.   

    The negative effect is that it limits our 

thinking at this point of technology and 

controlling  without thinking   what 

should we  follow and what  should  we 

get away from. There are so different 

cultures which do not fit according to our 

conventions and morals . 

       These cultures are followed by most 

of us and all of us know about that. 

 So I would like to send to all my sisters 

and brothers to be aware of the third 

world and to be aware of what it tries to  

have which is recruiting our minds for 

them and never think of any other things 

but to have fun with what  they are doing.     

2-The Arab Spring : A Truth or 

an Illusion 

       What is  known as  the Arab  spring , 

whether  it  is truth   or  illusion  ,    means 

that Arabic countries which live under 

the control of ignorant and despotic  

systems may have no similar case  in 

other countries including many of the 

third world countries . 

       These countries never knew but 

winter in their life .They knew nothing 

but misery, persecution and other lexical 

items which refer to violence, despotism 

and  injustice .This   concept which not  

every body agrees with refers to the fact 

that the Arabic  countries have 

transformed from a " black situation " to  

a new situation  called " The Arabic 

Spring " to see a good omen in its 

implied meaning of  shining. 

       Accordingly , the  Arab  countries , 

after a hard work  moved  from the  

  contradictory season (for the proponents 

of this analysis) , winter, Autumn , or 

summer to the shining  season, spring 

with all meanings of   beauty , stability, 

welfare , luxury,  generosity , and 

equality .This what  proponents of Arab 

spring want and we wish it  would be like 

that on the  condition that  this  spring  
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prevails  allover  the  Arab  countries  

including  the  Gulf  countries which 

know no specific spring for them in their 

life ,but the spring that their Aristocratic 

leaders choose for them  ,  a spring 

completely negative to its name . 

   But can we call what the Arabs 

undergo as spring?. Spring is still far     

away .I am not pessimistic .Surely one 

day , people of the region would have  

the spring they want which is different 

from that their rulers need for them, and 

different from  that all the  imperialist 

great  countries want  for them. 

These great countries may be got  sick 

with the current Arab rulers who lost 

their  truthfulness in front  of them , so 

their employment has finished or become 

serious no more . So, they decided  to 

replace them by other new rulers who 

can implement  their orders and defend 

their interests against their nations. We 

do not  want to go long with these 

possibilities , but we say honestly  that  

we  wish that Arabs  had  real spring , a 

spring being made by the working people  

prevailing all the Arab countries with no 

exceptions , not only  in Tunis ,Egypt , 

Lebin  ,Yemen , or Syrian , but in all  the  

Arab countries.   

3- Freedom: 

Islam has made 'freedom' one 

natural right of human . Human life has 

no value without freedom and when the 

man loses his freedom , he died internally  

,   though  externally   he  lives  , drinks , 

eats   ,   work  ,   and walks  a head. Islam 

has highlighted freedom to the extent that 

free mind is the way to  consider the 

conceptual  realists to God existence . 

Freedom means human ability to do 

or to live  by his will which is a private 

faculty that every rational human has to 

control his deeds away from others' 

control .He is not a slave of anybody 

neither inside himself, his country , his 

people , nor his nation. 

              Islam does not set freedom to be 

ultimate without constraints , because 

freedom then would be a shape of chaos 

which is stimulated by love and desire 

.Love destroys people more than building 

them .So, Islam prevents people from 

following it . Islam looks at the man as 

civilian by nature living among others, so 

it does not set freedom for one person 

and not the other. But everyone has been 

given his freedom whoever he was , a 

person , or a group. So Islam has put 

some important constrains which 

guarantee freedom for everybody . 

These constrains include: 

1- One person or group should not 

threaten the general system safety and 

convulse its bases . 
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2- Freedom should not miss more 

important rights by looking to its value in 

itself and its results . 

3- Ones' freedom should not hurt others' 

freedom. According to these    constraints 

we realize that Islam never sets freedom 

for one person neglecting the group and 

vice versa , but it makes a balance 

between the two with a suitable share for 

each.           

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Altmann,  G.T.  M. (1997).  The  Ascent  

of  Babel :    An     Exploration of           

Language , Mind and Understanding. 

Oxford, UK : Oxford University           

Press. 

Broek,  V.,  P. Risden, K. Fletcher, and 

R. Thurlow. (1996) . "  A Landscape        

   View   of  Reading  :  Fluctuating  

Patterns  of  Activation  and   the              

  Construction  of a Stable Memory 

Representation . In B.K. Britton 

           and  A. C. Graesser     (eds) 

Models of Understanding Texts 

           (pp. 165-187) . Mahwah, NJ: 

Erlbaum.                     

Collette , F. , Linden , M. , and Ponceled 

, M. ( 2000). “ Working Memory 

,                     Long – Term Memory , and 

Language Processing : Issues and Future  

                       Directions ‟‟ . In Brain and 

Language 71, 43-51. 

Craik, K(1943) .The Nature of Explanation 

.Cambridge:Cambridge University 

           Press. 

Davidson  , M.,  Laura Dore ,and Jalie 

Wettz . ( 1999) . 'Mental Models and       

     Usability”.  Cognitive Psychology 

404, Nov.( 15). 

 Eemeren  ,  F . ,  R.    Grootendorst,   

Blair,  A . C . Willard  (eds)   (1992).        

   Argumentation Illumination.  The 

Netherlands : ISSA. 

Eemeren,  F. and   R. Grootendorst   

(1994). Studies in Pragma -  

Dialectics.                                         The 

Netherlands  :  Sic Sat . 

Frank,  S.   ( 2004).  Computational 

Modeling of Discourse Comprehension.  

        A Ph. Doctor . University of 

Tilburg.  

 



Asst. Prof. Dr. Shifaa' Hadi Hussein and Lecturer Ameer  Sulaiman  Saleh: Cognitive Situation … 

-2221- 
 

          Frank , S., W.,  Koppen , M.Noordman , 

L. and Vonk,  W.(2007). Modeling      

                  Multiple  Levels  of Text  

Representation. In  F. Schmalhofer  and 

C.A.                                Perfetti  (eds.),  Higher 

Level  Language  Processes in  the  Brain 

                 : Inference  and   Comprehension  

Processes  (pp.133-157)                               

                  Mahwah , NJ:Erlbaum (2007). 

Gentener , D. and A.L. Stevens(1983 )(eds.) 

Mental Models:Lawrence:                          

Lawrence Erlbaum Associates Inc. 

Johnson –Larid  (1983).  Mental  Models 

Towards  a Cognitive  Science of  

        Language Inference and 

Consciousness . Cambridge: Cambridge: 

        University Press. 

John , M. F.(1992). The Story Gestalt:A 

Model of Knowledge –Intensive            

Processes in Text Comprehension . 

Cognitive Science , 16, 271-306. 

John,  M . F .  and  McClelland  , J . L . ( 

1990). Learning  and  Applying         

Contextual in Sentence Comprehension . 

Artificial Intelligence, 46,                   

217- 257. 

John, M. F. and McClelland , J. L.(1992) 

Parallel  Constraint Satisfaction  

       as  a Comprehension Mechanism. In 

R. G. Reilly  and N. E. Sharkey                

 ( eds) Connectionist Approaches to 

Natural  Language Processing                 

(pp.97-136). Hove, UK : Erlbaum. 

Kintch, W. (1988).The  Role of 

Knowledge in Discourse Comprehension 

,          A Construction  Integration  

Model. Psychological Review, 95, 163-   

          182. 

Kintch ,W.(1998).Comprehension :A 

Paradigm for Cognition .Cambridge       , 

UK : Cambridge University Press. 

Kintch , W  . , V. Patel, K.  Ericsson , 

(1999), “ The Role of Long  - Term 

           Working Memory in Text 

Comprehension” . In Psychologia , 1999,   

             42, 186-198. 

Landauer, T. K. and Dumais, S. T. 

(1997). A Solution to Plato's Problem :    

     The Latent Semantic  Analysis Theory 

of A Acquisition , Introduction          and 

Representation  of  Knowledge . 

Psychological Review, 104, 211-          

240. 



Journal of Basic Education college, Vol. (16) , No. (1), 2019 
 

-2222- 

Langstone , M. C. and Trabasso, T. 

(1999). Modeling Causal Integration 

and                Availability of Information 

During Comprehension of Narrative 

Texts.          In H. Van Oostendrop and  

S. R. Goldman (eds). The Construction 

of            Mental Representation During  

Reading (pp. 29-69). Mahwah, NJ :          

     Erlbaum. 

Mayer , R.E. (  1998) . "Models for 

Understanding " Review of Educational 

        Research, 59 (1)43-46. 

  Myers,   J . I. ,   Shinjo , M.  and  Duffy ,  S. A . ( 1987) 

. Degree  of  Causal                               Relatedness and 

Memory . Journal of Memory and Language,  26, 453-     

                           465. 

Myers and O‟ Brien (1998) “ Accessing 

the Discourse Representation during        

   reading Discourse Processes ,  Vol .26, 

pp. 131- 157. 

Rolf ,  A. Zwaan , and Carol Madden , ( 

2004) . “ Commentary and  Reply :          

 Updating Situation Models” . In Journal 

of Experimental Psychology :           

Learning Memory and Cognition , 2004, 

Vol. 30 No(1) P . 283- 288. 

 Van Dijk, T. (1980). Macrostructures: An 

Interdisciplinary Study of Global  

         Structures on Discourse Interaction, 

and Cognition. London : SAGE. 

 Van Dijk , T., and W. Kintch (1983). 

Strategies of Discourse Comprehension. 

         New York:  Academic Press .    

Van Dijk,T(1985)  Cognitive  Situation 

Models in Discourse Comprehension: 

           The Expressing of Ethnic Situations in 

Prejudiced Discourse .In Forgas, 

           J.P.(ed.) Language and Social Situations. 

New York:Spnuger.pp.61-79.                   

 Van Dijk , T.( 1994) . Cognitive  Context  

Models     and Discourse   . Maxim             

 Stamenow (Ed.) ( 1994). Cognitive and 

Consciousness. Newburry                     

Park,  CA : Sage.  

 Van  Dijk ,  T .( 1995)  “   On  

Macrostructures  ,  Mental   Models  and  

other               Invasions” . In Charles A. 

Weaver, III  Suzanne Manner and Charles  

              Fletcher (eds.) (1995). Discourse 

Comprehension. Essays in Honor               

   of Walter Kintch (pp. 384- 410) Hills 

dale . NJ. : Erl baum. 

Van Dijk, T. (1998).  Towards a Theory 

of Context and  Experience Models        

in Discourse Processing . In H. Van  



Asst. Prof. Dr. Shifaa' Hadi Hussein and Lecturer Ameer  Sulaiman  Saleh: Cognitive Situation … 

-2223- 
 

Oostendrop, and S. Goldman (eds)         

The Construction of Mental Models 

During Reading . Hillsdale, NJ :             

Erlbaum. 

Van Dijk , T. ( 2000) Ideology : A 

Multidisciplinary Approach . London :    

        SAGE  Publications. 

Yvonne , Rutherford  , Andrew and 

Bibby , Peter ( ed.) (1992). Models in      

      the Mind . Theory , Perspective , 

Application.  London : SAGE.  

 

       (WWW.)(2013).How Human Memory works. 

Local host/ G:/ two/ human                             – 

memory2.htm.        

  

http://www.)(2013)/

