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What animal expressions were used for humans
in the Holy Qur'an - a semantic study

Assistant Professor Dr. Silwan Ali Hussain Hadithi / Imam Azam University College
Abstract :

After man knew the different natures of animals, such as courage and cow-
ardice, loyalty and treachery, and others. He projected it on other human beings,
likening their brave and generous to a lion, and their foolish and cowardly to an
ostrich, and so on. This is what we found in poems, sermons, sayings and proverbs.
As for the Holy Qur'an, it came with many places in which it likened the different
conditions of man to the characteristics and nature of animals.

This research dealt with the animal expressions used by the Holy Qur'an for
man, to show a state of his conditions that are similar to the animal’s actions and
nature. All the actions of these words were seen and visible by him. Some of them
were to explain the situation of the unbelievers, the oppressors, and the obstinate
in the life of this world. Among them is what their condition will be like on the Day
of Resurrection, and some of them will be in this world and the Hereafter. As they
see it with their eyes from these animals in their lives. Or to indicate the event of
the destruction of some of the previous people, and so on.

Keywords: Arabic language, man, camels, semantics...
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