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Neoechinorhynchus iraqensis in the Intestine of Liza abu 

(Heckel) 
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Abstract 
During a one year, from October 2002 till September 2003, a 

total of 296 Liza abu (Heckel) were collected from different fish 
markets at Baghdad. 

As a result of internal examination, acanthocephalan 
Neoechinorhynchus iraqensis have been found in L.abu. The full 
description and measurements employed in the identification of this 
worm were given. 

Histopathological effects resulted from the infection with N. 
iraqensis were damages to the intestine of L. abu represented as an 
absence of goblet cells from the mucosal layer, hyalinization in 
mucosal layer with dense falling of cells to the lumen of intestine, 
oedema and necrosis in both of mucosal and submucosal layers. Also 
case of separation of the endothelial tissue of mucosal layer and 
infiltration of all intestine layers with lymphocytes were noticed. 
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