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The Relationship of Mustafa Kemal and the Kemalists

with the National Movement in Iraq ( 1919 - 1923 )

Abstract:

Mustafa Kemal led the resistance movement in Turkey against the foreign occu-
pation forces from 1919, and was able to gather fighters around him using religious
propaganda that went beyond the borders of Turkey to the surrounding areas. And
he was succeeded to achieve victory and establishing the modern state of Turkey
and declaring the Republic on October 29,1923, and became the inspiration for many
national movements that the Islamic region witnessed at that stage.

The Iraqgis were among the most interactive with Mustafa Kemal and the Turkish
national movement, so they followed its news and were influenced by the Kemalist
propaganda, hoping to find a party to help them with confront the British control on
Irag. On the other hand, the Kemalists activated their propaganda in Iraq, and had
a direct relationship with some political organizations in it. They also had contact
in one way or another with a number of the leaders of the national movement and
Iraqi actors, including religious scholars, and some of them communicated with Mus-
tafa Kemal personally, and the relationship of the Kemalists with the Iraqi resistance
movement to the British occupation began from an early stage, starting with the Tal
Afar revolution and the events of Mosul, moving to the Twentieth Revolution and the
Northern region events.

Through this research, we tried to know the nature of the contacts that took place
between Mustafa Kemal and influential personalities in Iraq, the size of Kemalist pro-
pagandainit, the Kemalist influence in the Tal Afar revolution and the Twenty Revolu-
tion and their links with its leaders, and the position of power in Irag from Mustafa
Kemal and the Kemalists. we concluded with the result that Mustafa Kemal wanted
through his relationship with the national movement in Irag to gain a superior posi-
tion in putting pressure on Britain to achieve the interest of Turkey.

Keywords: Irag, Mustafa Kemal, The Kemalists, National Movement.
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