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Religious rituals in the caravan cities states,
a comparative study
Abstract :

The Arabian Peninsula witnessed the establishment of the caravan cities of
(Nabataean, Hatra and Palmyra) to be trading stations for transporting goods and
to protect the global trade routes from the danger of bandits as well as protecting
the borders of the Roman Empire from the attacks of the Bedouins in ancient Syria
(the Levant).

Political systems were established in the caravan cities, which passed after a
period of time until their fall at the hands of the Roman and Sassanid Empires,
after they became a threat to the competing empires on the trade of the East, es-
pecially the wealth of these cities as a result of their control over the global trade
routes.

The caravan cities practiced religious rituals of purity, prayers, feasts, sacred
feasts and offerings for their faith.

The presence of forces that control nature, which were embodied by the gods,
as well as their interest in burial and funeral rites

Keyword: caravan cities states, Political system, Religious rituals .
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