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The Present and the Future of Arabic Language in Nigeria
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Absrract

Nigerians came in contact with Arabic language, in the
first instance, through Arabic machants, traders, Muslim
intinirary scholars cum preacers and later through the
indegneous scholars. The Islamic kigdoms, sultanates and

Received: emirates, which adopted Arabic as their official languge
25/1/2023 | are part of its developmental factors in the country.

Other factors are educational delegates to Arab countries,

Accepted: establishment of formal Arabic schools and others. The

Nigerians learn the languge and master it to the extent
30/1/2023 | of producing quality literary works with it. Some of our
scholars have documented and published the activities of the
Published: language in the contry. The Academics among them have
also studied various Arabic works of Nigerian authorship,
1/3/2023 | except that most of these studies concentrate on different
aspect of Arabic language. The situation calls for a research
that would give a panoramic account of Arabic language
in Nigeria. This study therefore, examines the advent of
Arabic language in Nigeria, the present reality of its status

Keyv‘vords. and projects its future. To achieve these objectives, the study
Arabic Language, adopted historical and descriptive methods. The historical
Nigeria, The Future, method was used to trace the growth and development
The Present of Arabic language in Nigeria as well as identifying the

factors that affected its evolution, spread and flurisence,
while the descriptive method was employed to analyse the
metrerials gathered. The paper is divided into five sections;
the first section is introduction, the second section studied
Journal of African | the condition of Arabic in the earlier perod in Nigeria, the
Studies third section investigated its status in the present moment,
volume (2) the fourth sec.tion'probed into its. future in the country while

the last section is the conclusion. The paper concluded
Issue (10) that Arabic language has a bright future in Nigeria and
Shaaban 1444 H recommended that all the stakholders in Arabic in Africa
should endearvour to establish a league for African Arabic
Literature in Africa.
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