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The jurisprudential choices of Imam al-Maturidi
(His choices regarding personal status)
Latif Abed Mudhan , Prof. Dr. Omar Adnan Ali
Iraqi University / College of Education - Tarmiyah
Abstract:

Scholars ,including al-Maturidi ,dealt with issues related to personal status ,and he has several
choices ,important preferences ,and various issues worthy of research ,including :the ruling on mar-
rying more than four free women ,the ruling on free ownership of female slaves and having sexual
intercourse with them ,and the ruling on multiple marriages for slaves.

The picture of this issue can be summed up in the fact that the Shariah allows a man to marry
women to preserve offspring and multiply and to sustain life on earth ,but it has set limits and legis-
lated provisions for it ,so it made a man to marry more than one for reasons including multiplicity,
including the large number of women and the lack of men and the lack of women and other reasons,
except that Islamic law defines marriage and union with four free women .Is it permissible to marry
more than one woman or not.?

Scholars have opinions and choices on the matter that may come close or far from what al-Ma-
turidi came with ,which are:

The fugaha “differed regarding the ruling on combining marriage with more than four free wom-
en ,according to two views:

The first saying :It is not permissible for a man and it is forbidden for him to marry more than
four women ,and this is the opinion of the majority of the Companions ,including Ibn Abbas ,and
among the followers ,Saeed bin Jubayr ,Qatadah and others ,and among the Hanafi jurists ,the Mali-
ki ,the Shafi‘is ,the Hanbalis ,and the Zahiriyya ,and from the exegetes of Tabari ,which is Choosing
a master

The second saying :It is permissible for a man to marry nine women ,and even some of them
permitted marriage to eighteen women.
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