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German support for the Islamic University project
in the Ottoman Empire Until the end of World War I

Prof. Dr. Talib Abdul Ghani Jarallah Al-Jubouri
Kirkuk University / College of Education for Girls
Abstract :

The Islamic University project adopted by Sultan Abdul Hamid IT (1876-1909) is
among the important projects that the Ottoman Empire wanted to impose its protection
on the Islamic world in light of European interference in the internal affairs of the states
belonging to the Ottoman Empire. Hence, Germany tried to support the Ottoman endeav-
ors, Following the visits made by the German Kaiser William IT (1888-1918) to the Otto-
man Empire, the visits began to strengthen German support in terms of political, military,
economic, and intellectual aspects, represented by the privileges for German companies,
as many German thinkers wrote writings supporting and strengthening the policy of the
Ottoman Empire, especially on the issue of holy jihad. Against the Allied countries in
World War I, the major powers opposed the idea of the Islamic League because achieving
Islamic unity would lead to compromising their interests in the Islamic world.

Keywords: German support, Islamic University, Abdul Hamid II, William II, Ger-
man thinkers.
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