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Compiling and Analizing the Criticizing of al-Baluwi’s Book (Zubdat al-‘Irfan)
by Mulla Mehmed Emin Efendi (in Umdat al-Khillan)
Associate Professor Omer Aysham Nassrat at Turkmani

Bursa Uludag University, Faculty of Theology, Department of Quranic Sciences, Turkey.
Abstract:

Shiekh Hamid ibn Abd al-Fattah al-Baluwi was one of the biggest scholars of Qira’at Science (The study
of variant readings of the Quran) in the latest centuries. He was an Imam at the Turkish Qira’at School, and
had a huge impact on spreading and stabilizing this science across the country. His book (Zubdat al- ‘Irfan)
was one of the best books published in Qira’at Science, which was the authorized curriculum at the Turkish
Qira’at School.

Unfortunately al-Baluwi had fell in some delusions and mistakes, which were remedied by the author
Shiekh Mehmed Emin Efendi in his book (Umdat al-Khillan fi Idahi Zubdat al- ‘Irfan); elucidating the book
Zubdat al-Irfan.

Shiekh Mehmed Emin Efendi has highlighted and answered all those delusions and mistakes, and made
it all clear to the reader. So it was accredited as a curriculum in the Turkish Qira’at School, and scholars have
used it in improving the Qira’at science and in referring the Qira’at Ways (Tahrir Turuki al-Qiraat).

It’s not farfetched to say that Shiekh Mehmed Emin Efendi was a well-known Qira’at Scholar who had a
huge impact on spreading and developing the Qira’at Science across Turkey. Mulla Mehmed Emin has criti-
cized al-Baluwi’s book in different scientific sectors.

Linguistic; criticizing the author’s phrasing method, information exposing way, and the book’s language.
Functionality; the critisizm is about performing Qira’at in its different ways and orders. This research has
collected and analyzed all these criticisms to make them easy to access by scholars, researchers and students.

Unfortunately, Mulla Mehmed Emin has also fallen in some scientific delusions and linguistic mistakes.
All these issues have been highlighted in this research. It’s worth mentioning that those issues are minor com-
pared to the author’s pros and positive scientific impacts. Those errors don’t underestimate the author nor his
book (Umdat al-Khillan fi Idahi Zubdat al- ‘Irfan) by any way, but it’s the human nature which makes them fall
in mistakes and errors. No book is flawless but the Holy Qura’an.

Key words: Criticisms by Mulla Mehmed Efendi, Turkish Qira’at School, Qura’anic Qira’at, Umdat
al-khillan.
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