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Effect of using different sources of energy in the rations on the production and
some carcass traits for the local lambs.

M.K.K.AL-Mahdawi 0.Y.Y.Kashmoula
Animal Resource Dept., College of Agriculture and Forestry, Mosul University.

ABSTRACT

This study was conducted in the animal field which belongs to Animal
Resource Dept., College of Agriculture and Forestry, Mosul University to
find out the best source of energy in the fattening rations of lambs and
their effects on lambs performance and some of the carcass characteristics.
This research was conducted to study the effect of using different sources
of energy on lamb’s performance. Fifteen local male lambs after weaning
were used, the initial body weight of lambs averaged 23.73 kg. Lambs were
distributed randomly to three experimental groups, the first group was fed
ration containing barley (starch) as a source of energy, the second one was
fed ration containing molasses sugar cane (sucrose) as a source of energy,
while the third group was fed ration containing rice polishings (fat) as the
source of energy. The feed was available ad libitum for all experimental
groups. Lambs were fed the experimental diets for a period of 105 day
(fatting period). Lambs were slaughtered after the fattening period to
study the carcass traits. Results showed that their were no significant effect
on initial weight, final weight, empty body weight, average daily and total
weight gains except feed intake and feed conversion ratio because of the
group feeding between to three groups. Resulting after slaughtered lambs
was revealed a high significantly (p<0.05)for the rice polishings ration on
the averages of the hot and cold carcass weights, rib eye muscle area,
subcutaneous fat, dressing percentage calculated on the base of live weight
and empty body weight of lambs, major cuts weight, percentage of the
minor cuts in comparison with the barley and molasses sugar
cane.Moreover,the results was appeared a highest significantly increase
(p<0.01) on the minor cuts weight for the rice polishings diet when
compared with the barley and molasses sugar cane rations. The results,
because of the higher price of barley, which refer to use the rice polishings
as a best source of e nergy for fattening lambs.
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