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IRAQI POLITICAL ELITES AND THE MANAGEMENT OF THE
NATIONAL POLTICAL ECONOMY: BETWEEN
INTERNATIONAL INTERVENTION AND POWER STRUGGLE

Assist. Prof. Dr. Salam Jabbar Shahab
Abstract

In transition democratic societies, emerging political elites have a structural role in reshaping of the
economic management of the country. In Iraq, this relationship had been studied; through the way
these elites filled the institutions inherited from the totalitarian system, and how the international
actors have adopted the retention of these institutions. The research variables were checked by using
descriptive and quantitative methods. These showed that the Iraqi political elites way of
administration has created a chaotic economic system; characterized by competitive authoritarianism.
The composition of Iragi economy is usually combined with accumulated behavioral values of the
elites, so it turned out that these elites made use of the Iragi economy for electoral purposes to buy
loyalties, and deal with the economy as a generator of power through monopolies, this act has
reinforced the principle of the state patronage, gifts and corruption. which is contradicts the set of
goals required to transitional period which set by the international parties.

Keywords: political elites, Iraq's Political Economy, International Role, Power and Economic
Management.
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18 )Jonathan E. Sanford, Iragq's Economy: Past, Present, Future, Report for Congress, Washington , 2003,p. 3-5
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20 )Verna Fritz and Alina Rocha , Understanding statebulding from political economy prospective
, Overseas Development Institute , UK:2007, P. 21
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21) Carrie Manning, Political Elites and Democratic State-building Efforts in Bosnia and Iraq,
Democratization Journal , no:13, USA: 2014, p.727.

22 )Ibid,
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23 )Nora Bensahel and Others, After Saddam Prewar Planning and the Occupation of Iraq, Rand
Corporation, USA, 2008, p. 63.

24) Carrie Manning, op cit, p. 728
25)lbid, p. 728
26 )lbid, p. 727
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27 )U.S. Sending Iragi Exile to Help in Iragis Rebuilding, FOXNEWS, published 26 April 2003,
http://www.foxnews.com

28 )Gareth Stansfield, The reformation of Iraq forgien relations: New elites and enduring legacies,
International Affairs Journal, No;86, UK:2010, p. 1401

29 )Daniel Byman, An Autopsy of the Iraq Debacle: Policy Failure or Bridge Too Far?, Security
Studies journal, Vol:17 Issue: 4, USA, 2008,P.620
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30) Carrie Manning, op cit, p. 725

31)lbid, p. 728

32 )See more : About the Freedom in the World , Freedom House, https://freedomhouse.org/ and
Frazer Institute , and Fraser Institute, www.fraserinstitute.org

33 )Eduardo Martinez Abascal, Who contributes to the Growth to U.S Economy?, 11/12/2014,
http://blog.iese.edu/
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34 )Gareth Stansfield, op cit, p. 1401

35 )Luis Garrido Vergara, Elites, political elites and social change in modern societies, REVISTA
DE SOCIOLOGIA, N: 28,2013, p. 32.

36 )Acemoglue and Robinson, Economic Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy, P. vii ,
www.untag-smd.ac.id/.../.DEMOCRACY %20Economic%200rigins%200f%20Dictator...
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37 )Toby Dodge, State and society in lIraq ten years after regime change: the rise of a new
authoritarianism, International Affiars , No: 89, Issue: 2, 2013, p. 245.

38) Masudul Alam Choudhury, The Future Models of Arab Political Economy, World Future
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39 )Louise Anten and Others, The Political Economy of State-building in Situations of Fragility
and Conflict: from Analysis to Strategy , Netherlands Institute of International Relations,
Amsterdam: 2012, p.50.

40 Mieczysaw P. Boduszynski, Iraq Year of Rage, Journal of Democracy, Vo: 27, No:4,USA
2016, p.121.
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Source: Frank R. Gunter, Political Economy of Iraq (Second edition) Figures and Tables,
December 31, 2016, p 10
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