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The rule of the limits of punishments removes suspicions (rooting and
application).
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Research Summary:

Since the punishments are the punishments imposed by the law for crimes
in which the sanctities of God Almighty are violated, and in which life,
property, or honor are violated, it was natural for these punishments to vary
according to the crimes requiring them.

Since a mistake in pardoning is better than a mistake in punishment,
avoiding punishment due to suspicions is a principle that the Muslim ruler
takes when examining a crime. Whenever he finds a way to waive the
punishment from the accused, he should waive it from him, for this law is
based on justice and fairness, and on the interests of the servants in life and
the hereafter. Judging by the punishment with probability or with a
comparison of similarities departs from justice into injustice.

Accordingly, if the judge has a possibility or suspicion that the crime
requiring punishment has been proven, he must not judge the accused, and
ward off punishment from him by pardoning or resorting to discretionary
punishment, according to the strength or weakness of the suspicion by
which the punishment was imposed.

In view of the importance of this rule in Sharia rulings, which attest to the
tolerance of Islam, and that punishment is not the goal of the law, but rather
its goal is to build a virtuous society free of vices, | decided to single it out
by examining its structure in three sections:

In the first section, | dealt with: defining the vocabulary of the rule,
explaining its overall meaning and rooting it

In the second section, | dealt with: analyzing the elements of the rule, its
subject and content, and the basis of its ruling.

In the third section, it dealt with: applications of the rule and its exceptions.
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