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struggle over political power; besides, the
Ministry of Archaeology is a State Ministry
and not an independent one that has
dependent financial allocations to be used in
excavation and restoration of the
archaeological  tourism sites. In  addition,
some archaeological hills lay in agricultural
lands that belong to the tribes or in remote
rural places with unpaved streets leading to
them.

For  solving the problems of
archaeological tourism in Al-Muthanna
Governorate, all efforts should be coordinated
and money from the central government
represented by the Ministry of Tourism and
Archaeology and the Directorate General of
Archaeology and Heritage and from the local
government represented by the Governorate
and its council should be allocated to do the
excavation works and build tourist services
like hotels, casinos and malls. Moreover,
cadres should be sent to practice and study in
the countries that have good experience in

this  field, institutions for teaching and
training in this field should be developed
inside  lrag in  accordance  with  the
developments occurred in the world and
archaeological  tourism  culture should be

spread by visual, audio and written mass

media.
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Abstract :

Among all Iragi Governorates, Al-
Muthanna  Governorate has an  ancient
cultural heritage; for it possesses many
archaeological sites scattered throughout the
Governorate and dating back to ancient
historical eras. For many  countries,
archaeological ~ tourism is  considered an
important sector and a source for their

revenues in addition to its role to exhibit their
history and culture. Unfortunately, tourism
sector has not fulfilled its role appropriately
in all Iraqi Governorates, especially in Al-
Muthanna Governorate owing to political and
security reasons. The period preceding 2003
witnessed wars and economic sanctions, then
it is followed by political instability owing to
radical changes in the whole political
situation. Nevertheless, southern
Governorates are somewhat stable and they
could be starting points for activating
archaeological ~ sector and  tourism.  Al-
Muthanna Governorate has more than 250
archaeological sites according to a survey
conducted by  Al-Muthanna  Archaeology
Directorate stimulated by Directorate General
of Archaeology and Heritage in Baghdad.
The most significant of those sites are Al-
Warka'a city and Al-Ajiz Hill in which partial
excavations have been  conducted and
remained unfinished so far. Other sites are
mostly archaeological hills, some of which
are exposed to ransacking because there is no

sufficient guarding offered to them and
because there is a lack in patriotism inside the
plunderers.

The reasons behind not activating this
sector appropriately are the neglect it suffered
from before 2003 and the lack of attention

given to it by the central and local
governments  after 2003. The role of
government is absent now because of the




