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The Impact of Institutions on the Nature of Political Opposition in the
Political System of the United States of America
Assist Lect. Abbas Hadi Abhool Alamyali

College of Political Science — University of Kufa

Gmail gbbashadialmyali@gmail.com

Key words: Political opposition, Political parties, Pressure groups
Summary:

The topic of political opposition is a central subject in political studies due to
its numerous dimensions, and it stands as one of the most debated and polarizing
issues in contemporary political thought. The presence of political opposition in any
political system is a clear indicator of the maturity and development of that system.
The philosophy of political opposition lies in its role as a means of achieving equality
and justice in governance through the acceptance of pluralism within the political
structure. lts effectiveness stems from the fact that it operates under the
constitutional framework of the state, serving as an active oversight body on the
performance of official political institutions. Additionally, it functions as a
constructive corrective tool aimed at evaluating government actions and rectifying
policies to ensure their alignment with the higher interests of individuals and the
nation. Moreover, it acts as a watchdog to prevent any abuse of power or
exploitation of authority and influence. Among the most prominent contemporary
political systems that have embraced political opposition is the political system of
the United States of America. The presidential system in the U.S., centered on the
rule of two dominant political parties the Democratic and Republican parties has
facilitated the alternation of power between these two parties over the decades.
When one party assumes power, the other takes on the role of opposition. These
parties heavily emphasize the role of societal institutions and pressure groups, which
significantly influence public opinion and American political decisions. These
institutions and pressure groups align themselves with one of the two major parties,
supporting it to represent their interests within the US. government. This
relationship underscores the belief that these institutions and pressure groups form

the electoral base that the party relies upon to ascend to power.
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