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Abstract

This research examined the role of tourism in promoting regional development in
Iraq, focusing on major tourist sites such as Babylon, the Ziggurat of Ur, the southern
marshes, and prominent religious sites in Karbala and Najaf. Data were collected
from various sources, as detailed in Chapter Three, including official reports,
geographical maps, field analyses, and the use of geographic information systems
(GIS) to illustrate the spatial relationships between sites and infrastructure. The
results showed that Irag has great tourism potential represented by a mix of
historical, religious, and natural sites, but weak infrastructure, lack of global tourism
marketing, and security challenges are major obstacles to the development of the
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sector. The research also revealed significant geographical gaps in the distribution
of tourism services, especially in the southern and remote areas. Accordingly, the
research provided practical recommendations that included improving infrastructure
by establishing new road networks and linking tourist sites to airports and railways,
enhancing security at tourist sites, and developing marketing strategies targeting
global markets. In addition, the importance of sustainable tourism was highlighted
as a vital element in preserving the environment and achieving a balance between
economic and social development. The research seeks to provide a comprehensive
roadmap for developing tourism in Irag in a way that contributes to enhancing
economic growth and achieving sustainable development at the local and regional
levels.

Keywords: (Geographical analysis, tourism in Irag, regional development, West
Asia)
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