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Abstract

We must firstly clarify what distinguishes terrorist acts from resistance acts with a set of
characteristics, as terrorist acts pose a serious danger and have a great impact on the lives and
future of peoples. This helps undermine the efforts of those countries in development, stability
and comfortable living. Terrorism also contributes to the fragmentation and division of nations,
especially countries that enjoy national and sectarian diversity, which makes the conflict
between sons of one nation more dangerous than terrorism itself, as it is the common enemy
that everyone agrees to practice and reject.

Any action in which force is used that leads to harm, whether physical or psychological, is
illegitimate, especially if this violence affects human groups and social classes or leads to a
disruption of social or national security, especially since violence is a tool of terrorism.
However, we have the right to ask, is every act of resistance considered violence? There is the
violence of terrorism and there is the violence of resistance.

We must differentiate between violence that targets civilians and innocents simply because of
religious, sectarian, intellectual, or other differences, and the act of resistance based on the right
to defend the land and self-determination. This is the principle that requires equal rights among
peoples, and excludes acts of resistance from being described as terrorist acts, since the right to
self-determination cannot be given to one person over another. Islamic law was also clearly
concerned with rejecting any forms of terrorism, and this was evident through the exposure of
the Noble Messenger (PBUH) since the beginning of the Islamic call to all kinds of persecution
and violence, and his attempts to address some of the phenomena suffered by the ignorant
society, including burying girls alive or what was known among the Arab tribes as the invasion
of one tribe by another or raiding safe caravans and enslaving people and turning them into
slaves. Islam had a clear position on all those negatives that people suffered from before Islam,
which clashed with the interests of many who did not like changing reality, or the spread of
moral values that save people from misguidance, injustice, and the dominance of the spirit of
exploitation and monopolization of rights. Islam, which was presented by the Messenger of
Humanity, Muhammad (PBUH), to all people, is based on tolerance and love. In the Holy
Quran, there are many verses that call for gentleness, peace, and the rejection of violence and
brutality.
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