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Covering Terrorist Events in Irag and Its Role in Shaping Public Opinion:
An Analytical Study of the Iraqi Press
Ali Saleh Mahdi
Abstract

This research aims to study the impact of media coverage of terrorist events in
Irag on shaping public opinion by analyzing the coverage methods used in Iraqi
journalism. The study focuses on how headlines and images in the coverage
influence audience emotions, such as fear and anxiety, and examines the
objectivity of media coverage under political pressures. A descriptive analytical
method was used to collect and analyze data from a sample of 400 participants,
along with a content analysis of selected news articles. Results indicate that the
majority of the public perceives media coverage as negatively affecting their
sense of security and diminishing their trust in security forces, with a significant
influence from political pressures on media credibility. Based on these findings,
the research suggests enhancing objectivity and independence in media
coverage, avoiding excessive sensationalism, and focusing on balanced
awareness to strengthen trust between media and the public.
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