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The impact of particular economic and social variables analyzed the phenomenon of poverty in Iraq for
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Abstract

Poverty is a socio-economic phenomenon that emerged in Iragi society due to the
exceptional circumstances reflected in the Iraqi economy and society. However, this
phenomenon was primarily formed in the nineties as a result of the wars and destruction
that the country was exposed to and the subsequent imposition of economic sanctions that
isolated Iraq from the outside world for many years, which led to an increase in the
percentage of the population below the poverty line as well as the political changes in
April 2003 and the subsequent terrorist operations, sectarian conflicts and forced
displacement, all of which led to the spread of poverty such as illiteracy, malnutrition,
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high unemployment rates and declining individual incomes. Then, poverty rates in Iraq
decreased relatively for the period (2007-2012) compared to the previous years due to the
relative improvement of the living, economic and security situation. The research reached
a set of conclusions, the most important of which is the concentration of poverty in the
southern governorates, mainly rural areas, while the governorates of the Kurdistan Region
were the least poor due to the stability of their economic and security conditions. Among
the most important recommendations is to prioritise financial allocations and local and
foreign investments for the poorest governorates, work on developing rural areas, and
promote the agricultural sector, which helps increase individuals’ incomes.
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