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Reception theory and aesthetic experience
Itidal Salman Oraibi

Abstract

Reception Theory is one of the most important theories that emerged after
modernity. It appeared in 1960 in Germany, specifically in the (Constance)
School. Its goal is to restore interest in the recipient after previous approaches
such as contextualism deprived him of his supposed right to be a partner in the
creative process. These approaches were interested in studying texts through an
external context, such as social, historical, or psychological, or the systematic or
textual approaches that are interested in studying the text from within through
the internal linguistic system. Reception theory challenged traditional critical
traditions, and focused on the reader and made him an active center in the
creative process. Hans Jauss and his theorizing about the (horizon of
expectations) represented one of the poles of this theory, while Wolfgang Iser
and his theorizing about the (gap) represented the second pole, where the
recipient opens a new horizon in the interpretation and production of literary
texts. Reception theory came to complete the role started by structuralism,
which worked to deprive the text of aesthetics. Structuralism could no longer
tolerate the deficiency and deprivation in the literary text and the killing of
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important pillars in the creative work, the first of which is the author according
to Barthes. It was necessary to return to the recipient and his relationship with
the text, and that the latter is a message from a sender to a receiver and has a
positive, creative and shaping role for the aesthetic text. The task of the research
Is to identify the horizon of expectations and the aesthetic distance that the
author deliberately plants in his literary text, and how to fill the gaps? And who
Is the implied reader?

Keywords : Reception, Implied Reader, Horizon of Expectation, Aesthetic
Distance, Roaming Point of View, Horizon Fusion, Aesthetic Theory, Gaps:«
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