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Jean-Bédel Bokassa was born on February 22, 1921
in the town of Dbangui (Debangui) in the Lobaya
district of Tripoli. After the death of his parents, he
grew up with his eleven brothers and sisters with
their relatives. He was educated in mission schools
and subsequently in the cities of Bangui (Bangui)
and Brazzaville (Brazzaville). He joined the French
colonial army in 1939 with the rank of conscript
and participated in World War II (19391945-); due
to its support, he rose to the rank of captain. When
the Central African Republic gained independence
in 1960, he became Chief of Staff of the Army in
1963, then rose to the rank of Colonel in 1966. On 5
May 1966, the new president, David Dacko (David
Dacko), his cousin, invited Bokassa to be its president.
However, he used this position to spread propaganda
about his cousin and declared himself president of the

country with the support of France.
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