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Winnie Madikizela-Mandela was born on September 26,
1936 , in the village ‘Mbhongweni’ in ‘Pondoland’, which is
located near the city of ‘Transkei’ in the Eastern Cape Province.
She was considered to be ‘mother of the nation’.

As a child, Winnie has witnessed many events which have
had impacts on her personality as an adult.

She earned a degree in ‘social work’ in 1956. Decades later,
she was awarded a bachelor’s degree in international relations.

Winnie married Nilson Mandela in 1958. Due to this marriage,
Winnie faced many difficulties and challenges and was unable
to live a normal family life. These difficulties havealso affected
her political work later. Thus, on August 5, 1961, Mandela was
arrested and jailed, and Winnie was left alone with their two
daughters for 27 years . During the long years Nelson Mandela
spent in prison (27 years), Winnie was struggling alone. She did
not stop fighting and struggling to defend her husband while he
was in prison, and she launched campaigns at home and abroad
for his freedom. Winnie was even forced to become a soldier
through the decades of intimidation and harassment she faced
from the apartheid regime.

On April 2, 2018, Winnie died at Netcare Milpark Hospital in
Johannesburgat the age of 81, after a long illness.

Winnie Madikizela-Mandela was regarded as one of the
ambiguous personalities in the republic of South Africa. Her
life was full of contradictions and events related to the apartheid
regime. Thepersecution she suffered at that time had a significant
influence on her character.
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