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Abstract

Iran, despite its long history, has known aspects and performances that suggest the styles of
theater and the structure of the play, has missed many of the basic components of its meaning,
especially in Greek plot and Western form. Accordingly, the true genre of the play did not appear
except in the late Qajar era and in the midst of the Constitutional Revolution of the 1906,
following the voices that resonated in the infrastructure and their echo was reflected in the
superstructure. This is due to Iranian society’s familiarity with the West through travel or
translation of Western literary works, especially French literature. Consequently, this research
seeks to employ a sociological literary approach to study the reasons for the delay in the
emergence of the play in Iran despite the Iranians’ knowledge of manifestations of theatrical art
in its history. Among the theories that shed light on the inherited social and political structure of
Iranian society, this study used the hypothesis of “short-term society” by Homa Katouzian to
examine the underlying causes of this issue. Homa Katouzian believes that geographical and
other social factors made the societal structure of Iranian society throughout history a short-term
structure dominated by monophony, tyranny, and lack of polyphony at the superstructure level.
Among the elements that he lists are the dryness of the land and the isolation of related social
units, which prevented the emergence of a long-term state and a feudal society that would play a
role in the state affairs and be a voice alongside its voice; like the one that prevailed for a large
part of European history. Thus, the Iranian society turned into a short-lived authoritarian
community, in which diverse voices, discourses, and ideologies were not reflected. By
employing Homa Katouzian's theory, the researchers concluded that Iranian society in its long
history (until the late Qajar era) was characterized by features that made it a temporary society
that rejected the theatrical Components based on the multiplicity of voices and the democracy of
remarks. Therefore, the Iranian society did not have the opportunity to produce theatrical genre
as a dramatic one that expresses the self and the other, and the plurality of voices. The Iranian
society was not familiar with theatrical genre until the transformation of the social structure
during the Constitutional Revolution, while conflicting ideologies resonated in the social arena
and monophony was substituted with polyphony and pluralism.

Keywords: Sociology of literature, short-term society, Iranian theatre, Homa Katouzian,
polyphony, monophony.
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29. Katouzian, Homa. (1998).Nine essays on Iran's historical sociology
oil and economic development. Translated by: Alireza Tayeib. Tehran:
Markaz Press.
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