YoE aladl e -3 gw0dl yil @ (Ac gazee







)
» \7 A .
3 S) s

W)y/ o
ISR e VN AN

Journal Homepage: http://studies.africansc.iq/

ISSN: 2518-9271 (Print)

ISSN: 2518- 9360 (Online)

N PR RN BPRY]

Y'\ifﬁ‘hbiﬁ‘j&ubjé
é}ﬁnﬂ‘bu‘dr:fh‘ﬁ‘w.é.c.‘i

Sl Daol / 49015 el ¥ bl , 1 55 s

dr.mustafa@cis.uobaghdad.edu.iq

®\

B

Sl bk 3 G o lall (n s I (6 Sauall s Ml 536 o g
3l ol B ¢ a1 aday (3 s 1 o B Bl ol
Lowss b 3505 do8 5L s s loe L 31 3 &Y 26
(O s 2 emda) Ly 358 OF iy (bl g Gl L 31
) Jhe o5 (o5 (U8 1 eaed D) Bl B 1 e sSHT (Je
Al sl 8 5lall plad sl (3 22 836 ,LS ol U] (O s
ol Gy I duldd B Ll w15 301 3 ey 2l Al
Y G el SIS Jrens ddad a1 e 3 L 3
i Sl Ll bzl Gy J1 bl 8,055 o0 5 Lo pseulll
oo Ll U5 al 55 el 31 3 80 olie lams i il (g
83Ul el O a5 2 Y1 05300 Bt B s 03 DS 5 5 L)
AV G s 5 s S Ble ] Ll Lgtoge s el 3V

e
YeYE/Ve /Yo
(J gl 5
YoYE /N /¥
L A

YeYE/NY /N

el | SN

b A gez (L 3 by,
ol A Y sl
ol Y

(V) adl U1 Al
21667 - 1Y gole

Py YE Jd¥l o gls



Russia's Security Role in Africa: The Wagner Group as a

Model Since 2014

Assistant Professor Dr. Mustafa Ibrahim Salman

Center for Strategic and International Studies

University of Baghdad

dr.mustafa@cis.uobaghdad.edu.iq

Received:
25/10/2024
Accepted:
30/10/2024
Published:
1/12/2024

Keywords:

Russia, Africa, Wagner
Group, African Corps,
Private Security
Companies.

Journal of African
Studies

volume (2)

Issue (17)

Jumada al-Awwal 1446 H

Absrract

The Wagner Group, a Russian private security
company, represented an important stage in the
history of the contemporary Russian military presence
in Africa, and the most prominent tool of Russian
foreign policy in its security dimension. In addition
to Wagner's security roles in Africa, it worked directly
to promote Russia's interests in Africa politically and
economically. However, the rebellion of its leader
(Yevgeny Prigozhin) against the Russian government
headed by (Vladimir Putin), and then the killing of
(Yevgeny Prigozhin) along with senior Wagner leaders
in a plane crash, led to the end of Wagner, and at the
same time represented a new beginning for Russian
policy towards Africa in its security dimension
specifically, represented by the establishment of the
African Corps directly supported by the Russian
Ministry of Defense and its military intelligence,
which most of the Wagner elements in Africa joined.
This also coincided with the establishment of a Russian
media agency specializing in African affairs known
as the African Initiative, whose primary mission is to
promote Russia and support the African Corps.
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(1) Christopher Strong, Wagner Group and Opportunism in Russian Foreign
Policy: Case Studies of the Central African Republic (CAR), Libya, and
Mozambique (Master’s Thesis, Czechia, Charles University, Faculty of
Social Sciences, Institute of Political Studies, 2022), p.p. 41 —42.
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(1) Charles Fair, The Role and Evolution of the Wagner Group in Russian
Federation Policy and Politics, Security and Society in the Information Age
(Poland: Collegium Civitas, Vol. 6, 2023), p.p. 43 — 48.

(2) Christopher Strong, op. cit., p.p. 43 — 44.
(3) Charles Fair, op. cit., p.p. 43 — 50.
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(1) James K. Wither, The challenge of Russia’s private military & security
companies, Per Concordiam journal of European Security and defense
issues (Germany: Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Marshall Center, Vol. 10, issues
3, October 2020), p.p. 59 — 61.

(2) Royce De Melo, The Implications of the Wagner group in Africa and
the Middle East, The Journal of Intelligence Conflict and Warfare (Canada:
Simon Fraser University Library, Vol. 6 No. 1, 2023), p. 54.



Vv +p»Journal of African Studies Wi 31 8 g N 1 sl

I 5N 0585 s e sy Lol sl 85 3 J sl cnd 220 e oz O
3 ol a1 U8 20l dlextanl 51 (U8 g2 o> N8) (g3 ) o ) oS- ke
Ol LY el 5| Wlaal Gad 5 sl Ls)y 358 50505 o el
Slaase il HLS daasetdl Ll b 5 il de e diel lodst el 2
.(\)gu)y\bé&jcwMU

Yl S 2l e by 2l cdia> Y1 Sleddkl ada olas 35
o5l ol s (e Lol fa Ll o)l ] d s 1 G e dns )
Ol e Ly 3l 5 Ja sN1 5 2l diate 3 it 5 |l el U3 OS5 cla i
ot ke B 5 Al gy 3l ol gl 8l 5 CandZ 3 gy Aol i J oo 1 G
Lot (Lo s Il S 201y 22U clas JULI e s V1S 5T i e
.m\"\'\dl\“\"O»SJ.«.U:}U\C)B-O!:M\@SO»('/.‘\')Lll‘_}.sai

G simy DSl o o oSSl 16 e gat OF SAIL o o
Lpslaasl CLel OF G5 G e I ol (S3ms et i3 OSG of g OLY!
FL s ez sy O Sl o geadl s (35 50 |5 e eadid o5 sl
JUal (e T (£9) kim 2B OTY 2 YY GO SIS 3 (U shp omi)

(1) Colin P. Clarke and Others, The Wagner Group’s Expanding Global
Footprint (Pennsylvania: Foreign Policy Research Institute, April 2023), p. 2.

(2) Jason Blazakis and Colin P. Clarke, Wagner Group: The Evolution of a
Private Army (New York: The Soufan Center, June 2023), p.p. 12,18,20.

(3) Michael Albanese, Russia’s Gold Diggers Destabilize Africa, Washington,
Center for European Policy Analysis, April 2023.
https://cepa.org/article/russias-gold-diggers-destabilize-africa/

(4) Andrew S. Bowen, Russia’s Wagner Private Military Company (PMC), In
Focus (Washington: Library of Congress, Congressional Research Service,
No. [F12344, VERSION 6, August 2023), p. 2.
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(1) Arsenii Sokolov an others, Russian convicts released to fight with Wagner

accused of new crimes, 10 August 2023.
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-66364272

(2) United Nations, Russian Federation: UN experts alarmed by recruitment
of prisoners by Wagner Group, United Nations Human Rights Office of the
High Commissioner, 10 March 2023.

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/202303//russian-federation-un-

experts-alarmed-recruitment-prisoners-wagner-group

(3) Analysis and Research Team, The Business of War Growing risks from
Private Military Companies (European Union: Council of the European
Union, August 2023), p. 6.
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(1) Wojciech Kononczuk and Marek Menkiszak, The calm after the storm
Russia following Prigozhin’s mutiny (Poland: Warsaw, Centre for Eastern
Studies, October 2023), p.p. 8 — 9.

(2) Nayan Seth, Assessing the Role of the Wagner Group in Africa,
Massachusetts, Tufts University, The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
19 January 2024.

https://sites.tufts.edu/fletcherrussia/assessing-the-role-of-the-wagner-group-

in-africa/

(3)KhrystynaBondarievaand STANISLAVPOHORILOV,RussiausesAfrican
Corps in its offensive on Vovchansk — UK intelligence, Ukrainska Pravda, 24
May 2024. https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/20247457474/24/05//
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(1) Hanin Mazaya, Rusia merekrut angkatan bersenjata “Korps Afrika” untuk
menggantikan Wagner, 302024/1/.
https://www.arrahmah.id/rusia-merekrut-angkatan-bersenjata-korps-aftrika-

untuk-menggantikan-wagner/

(2) Christopher Faulkner and others, After Prigozhin: The Future of the
Wagner Model in Africa, CTC Sentinel (New York: Combating Terrorism
Center — CTC at West Point, Vol. 16, Issue 9, September 2023), p. 16.
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(1) Matt Murphy, A year after mutiny Kremlin controls Wagner remnants, 23

June 2024.
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4nn1p81q590

(2) Filip Bryjka and Jedrzej Czerep, Africa Corps a New Iteration of Russia’s
Old Military Presence in Africa (Warsaw: The Polish Institute of International
Affairs, May 2024), p.7.

(3) African Digital Democracy Observatory, African Initiative: Russia’s new
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mouthpiece in Africa, 6 February 2024.
https://disinfo.africa/african-initiative-russias-new-mouthpiece-in-africa-
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(1) U.S. Department of State, The Kremlin’s Efforts to Spread Deadly
Disinformation in Africa, Fact Sheet, 12 February 2024.
https://www.state.gov/the-kremlins-efforts-to-spread-deadly-
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(2) John A. Lechner and Sergey Eledinov, Is Africa Corps a Rebranded
Wagner Group?, Foreign Policy Magazine (Washington: Graham Holdings
Company, February 2024).
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(1) Karen Philippa Larsen and Flemming Splidsboel Hansen, Russia’s
comprehensive approach and the increased use of the Wagner Group
challenges the West in Africa, DIIS Policy Brief (Copenhagen: DIIS Danish
Institute for International Studies, February 2022), p. 3.

(2) Sarah Daly, Russia’s influence in Africa, a security perspective
(Washington: The Atlantic Council, Africa Center, November 2022), p. 11.

(3) Reuters, Russian contractors are training the army in Sudan, says Moscow,
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