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Abstract:

Character is one of the most important basic pillars in the work of fiction,
and its study is one of the basic topics on which literary studies in the narrative
field are based, as it is a vital element. This research, based on the descriptive
analytical method, addresses the types of narrative characters in the novels of the
Iragi writer Muhammad Mishal, namely Al-Sabari, Altaf, and Hajj Karbala. In it,
we discuss the concept of personality, methods of presenting it, and main,
secondary, and fleeting personalities. In drawing his characters, Muhammad Mishal
relied on defining some of them and drawing their dimensions before immersing
them in the events, in order to plant them in the imagination of the recipient, then
adding other dimensions to them along with the events. Sometimes he postponed
describing them and made them start with the events, and then he came in
succession by consolidating their dimensions and external and internal
characteristics. In both pictures, the characters leave their impact on the events.
Even if these characters are marginal and have a minor role in the events, as for the
secondary characters, they are the ones who contribute to drawing the events and
moving them forward, and what happens when these characters meet in a scene,
and regardless of the dominance of the main character, we find the features of these
characters prominent and have their dimensions in those events. There are some
characters without features, and this is a method used by the writer to pass on
important events without focusing on the characters, so the scene is devoted to the
event regardless of the characters participating in it, and this method is taken from
reality and with a sprinkle of imagination added to it.
Keywords: Characters, Muhammad Mishal, Al-Sabari, Altaf, Hajj Karbala.
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