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Metaphoric imagination
among the poets of Banu Tahiyya in pre-Islamic times
Dr. Kokab Aref Aidan
The Iraqi University / Department of Arabic Language
Kukbk502@gmail.com

Abctract:

This research is concerned with studying the aesthetic aspects of figurative imag-
ination in capturing the meaning of the poetic image, which arises from the depth of
the poet’s self-imagination, expressed through (embodiment or personification) and
(materialization). It examines how these structural formations might achieve preci-
sion, aiming to dominate the emotions of the recipient and draw them into a realm of
astonishment and admiration, encouraging reflection and interpretation of the text’s
elements, and recovering what has been omitted. Without this omission, the beauty of
these semantic dimensions would not be realized.

However, this loss or concealment of certain elements sometimes leads to hints and
symbols, opening up a horizon of anticipation, contemplation, and exploration within
the space of the text. This is because imagination or fanciful thinking is the source of
metaphor, and a metaphor cannot be imagined without the presence of imagination.
In particular, the implicit metaphor (the “kenning™) offers a wider space for personifi-

cation or materialization and is more eloquent than the explicit metaphor.
Keywords: imagination - declarative metaphor - spatial metaphor - personification
- anthropomorphism - Banu Tahiya.
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