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Variations of the Letter WaW in Arabic: An Analytical Study
Dr. Sultan Saud Tasaji
Assistant Professor, College of Arts and Humanities, Taibah University

Abstract:

This study investigates variations of the letter WaW in Arabic. These variations
have been collected from linguistic books, studied and analyzed. Data for the study
have been collated from grammar books, language origins books, dictionaries, and
other sources. The present study is presented in a preface, an introduction and two
subsequent sections. The introduction involves discussion of letters in Arabic and
that there are form letters and meaning letters. Added to this, types of WaW were
also discussed in the introduction. The first section of this study discusses letters in
Arabic, WaW in the dictionary, and WaW between originality, substitution, addition,
and omission. The second section of the study discusses the meanings of WaWy, its
types according to early and modern scholars, and its meanings and types according
to Al-Fayrouzabadi and Al-Zubaidi. The study concludes with the significant findings.
It has been shown that the letters in Arabic are considered a great linguistic wealth at
the linguistic, phonetic, morphological, grammatical, and semantic levels. The impact
on this is via processes of addition, substitution and omission. Based on its extrapo-
lation of the letters in Arabic and their analyses, the current study found 30 different
types of WaW in Arabic.

Keywords: Arabic, Analytical, Study, WaW.
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