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Abstract

The sources of knowledge in human thought are diverse, which made its issues the
subject of research, contemplation and consideration. We find that the philosopher
Socrates said that mind is the source of knowledge, and his student Plato followed this
approach, considering mind as a criterion for truth, unlike those who adopt sense as a
source of knowledge.
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While the interest of Muslims in the issue of knowledge differed from its foundations
in Western philosophy, in that most Muslims' vision is based primarily on
contemplation and reliance on reason and transmission and the nature of the
relationship between them. Based on this notion, a group of theories emerged,
including the sensory theory, which considered sense as one of the basic tools of
knowledge, and there is the rational theory, whose proponents considered mind to be
the source of knowledge without sense, and as for the proponents of the theory of
knowledge and divine revelation, in which revelation is considered by theologians to
be one of the most important and richest sources of knowledge.

Accordingly, we see the state of difference between the Islamic concept of knowledge
and the Western concept of it, so that each side appears to be the opposite of the other.
This difference and disparity revolves around the sources of knowledge, its nature and
its purpose. On the one hand, the sources of Western knowledge are limited to the
world of nature and existence, while the sources of Islamic knowledge extend to
include revelation and the supernatural. Accordingly, knowledge in Western thought
Is limited and confined to the boundaries of matter and its world, while the Islamic
concept extends to include, in addition to nature, the aspects of the unseen.
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