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Women's full and fair participation in public life
is necessary to build strong and vibrant systems.
However, women's participation varies from one
society to another in terms of general culture and social
obstacles. Global recognition of women's potential and
skills in the field of leadership is increasing more and
more. Over the last decade, women's representation in
national parliaments around the world has gradually
increased from 15% in 2002 to 19.8% in 2012.

Some regions have witnessed a particularly sudden
increase, such as in Sub-Saharan Africa, where the
number of women in parliaments increased from
13.7 to 19.8%, and in the Arab States region, which
witnessed an increase from 6.1 to 14.7%. However,
this rate is still lower than the global benchmark of
30%, which is often defined as the basic level of
representation to achieve the required “critical size”,
without mentioning the minimum percentage of
women’s representation.
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