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The Effectiveness of International And National Mechanisms To
Combat Desertification In Basra Governorate

Abstract:

This study deals with one of the most dangerous complex environmental
phenomena in Basra Governorate, which is the phenomenon of
desertification, which poses a real threat due to the spread of dry and
semi-dry lands at the expense of agricultural or arable lands, which in
turn constitutes a heavy burden on the environment and humans.
Therefore, our study came to search for the causes of this problem and its
negative repercussions on all political, economic and social aspects.
Then, we showed the effectiveness of the plans and programs that were
developed to confront it at the international and local levels. The
researcher dealt with the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification and Drought of 1994, as the only international legal
instrument binding on member states. As for national constitutions and
laws, we showed the position of the Constitution of the Republic of Irag
of 2005 and the Iraqi laws related to environmental protection. We
mainly discussed the Environmental Protection and Improvement Law
No. 27 of 2009, in addition to other laws that formed a legal basis for
environmental protection without addressing the problem of
desertification individually, but rather included general frameworks. We
reached the following conclusions: The most important of which is that
the international mechanisms and strategies developed by the parties
concerned with addressing the problem of desertification were not at the
level required for the growing scale of the disaster in Basra Governorate,
which requires taking legal or material preventive measures aimed at
reducing this dangerous phenomenon.

Keywords: Combating desertification, Basra Governorate, protecting and
improving the environment, natural and human causes, international and
national mechanisms.
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