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Abstract

Al-Tabari is well-known as a commentator of the Holy Quran and
a famous historian. This research highlights his literary efforts in his
compiles, where he cited many literary texts indicating his science and
culture expansion and his sublime literary taste.

He wrote in his commentary a lot of poetic texts so as to infer
the meanings of the Holy Quran verses, and he transferred in his
history many speeches and addresses, stories, proverbs and priests'
rhyme, wills, wonders, subscriptions, advices and prayers, he also cited
the political correspondence and dialogues as well as many poems of
various historical ages.

His literary efforts were characterized with illustration of the
literary texts meanings which he recorded, hence he explained the
meanings of vague words, and stated the names of places, incidences
and prominent men; also he gave the overall meaning of part of the
literary texts.

He often mentioned the occasion in which the literary texts were
told and attributed them to their authors and he narrated them in
more than one way.

Of his literary efforts, he addressed the poets' biographies and
mentioned their news; he also mentioned critical narrations about the
expert of literature and its criticism.
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