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Abstract

Religious scholars around the world have long recognized what the
American philosopher and psychologist William James called “types
of religious experience.” Since the mid-nineteenth century:< one of
the most significant and important contributions of anthropologists
has been to broaden their scope« examining those categories outside
the formal creeds and prayers of the institutions Existing religious to
include relevant customs« regardless of when« where« and where these
practices are practiced and whether they are celebrated« suppressed:«
or taken for granted« How do religious beliefs and practices in any
society affect the minds¢ feelings¢ livesc and relationships of its
members? A number of anthropologists have also deliberately worked
on studying and explaining those local religious practices (which are
often described as popular) as distinctive and. For a group of people
without other human beings or peoples< such as the Nuer in Africac the
Inuit Indians in the Arctic Circlec or the Hindus in Asia.
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