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Abstract

This research deals with the issue
of Kuwait, which is one of the crises
linked to the contemporary history of
Iraq; due to the large number of Iraqi
rulers who claimed ruling it, since King
Ghazi and Nuri Al-saeed reign until of
the leader Abdul-Karim Qassim, as they
considered it as an Iraqi land clipped by
British colonial rulers after World War
I, and that it must be attached to the
motherland via a military solution or
diplomatic means. This was
subsequently effected Iragi-Kuwaiti
relations until the fall of Abdul-Karim
Qassim 8 to 9 February 1963 and the
leadership turned to be for Al-Baath
Party; and that same year there was
much improvement in the relations
between the two countries as a result of
the new lIragi Baathist government's
recognition of Kuwait as an
independent state. All of this goes back
to the political role played by Talib
Shebib; external first Baath government
minister in 1963 who ended the crisis
through several secret communications
and diplomatic agreements that came in
a strange way. However, this is reason
why this subject is chosen that to study
the role played by Talib Shabib
resolving this crisis.
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The study proved that there is a
close relationship between Britain and
some Baath Party leaders before the
coup that croup on the 8" of February,
1963, led by Talib Shabib, who played a
conspiratorial role in purpose of
obtaining Kuwait financial support to
achieve their coup movement to gain
power, in return to solve the Irag-
Kuwait crisis which was one of basics
of the British - Baathist relationship.
These efforts culminated to eliminate
the authority of Abdul-Karim Qassim.

This shows that Talib had played a
major role in solving the crisis between
Irag and Kuwait but under a complete
British roof, where an exchange of
financial support that Kuwait giave to
the leaders of the Baath Party thus
Baathists give up Kuwait which had
long been considered as a taken Iraqi
city. They acknowledged it as a country
after the neglected the national unity
slogans condemning the  British
colonialism saying that it is the
fractionator and the reason why Arab
world divided into nations and states
and entities as agents for Britain;
according to the Baath ideological and
political premises.
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February 1963, Kuwaiti reaction todemise
of Abdul Karim Qasim .
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(*YF.O., 371/168738, Tel.,, From Shaikh

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al- Sabah, Kuwait to
Iragi  Foreign  Minister, Baghdad, 11
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¢’y Antony Rowe , Records of Iraq 1914-

1966 , the British Library and the Public
Office , London , 2001 , p57 .
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*)Anita L. P. Burdett , Records of
Kuwait  1961-1965 , Archive Editions,
1997, p129.
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()F.0., 371/168739, Mr G.N. Jackson,
Kuwait, to Foreign Office, London, 2
October 1963, Kuwaiti Opposition to

Proposed loan to lraq, pp . 776-777 ; Tel
No . 431, From Mr Jacksson, Kuwait, to
Foreign Office, London, 15 September
1963, Iragi Conditions for recognition of
Kuwait .
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