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The Bektashi order: its origins - its historical development - its spread
Dr. Igbal Abd Ibrahim Abbas Al Hilali
General Directorate of Education, Qadisiyah

Abstract:

Bektashiism was a mixture of different beliefs and different philosophies, and
the political conditions contributed to giving it this color. Ottoman society
included people of different religions and different races, and these
circumstances pushed the Bektashiism to take from all these beliefs and
philosophies and make them their own. The social and religious conditions in
Asia Minor during the thirteenth century AD contributed to the political
instability and intellectual turmoil that were a visible feature during that stage, in
addition to the successive wars. On the other hand, the successive migration
from Central Asia to the Turkish tribes contributed to bringing in simple people,
leaders and founders of the roads. Sufism to Anatolia, including Hajj Bektash.
All of this contributed to the emergence of Sufi orders in Anatolia, including the
Bektashi order. The Ottoman Empire relied on Bektashi at the beginning of its
establishment, and assigned to it the idea of controlling and unifying the
religious and ethnic diversity prevailing in Anatolia for the benefit of the state
project. As a result of the religious tolerance that characterized this method, this

601



mailto:driqbalalhilali@gmail.com

02 Journal o Studies in Humanities and Educational Scieces
Print ISSN 3006-3256 Online ISSN 3006-3264

Oobor

trend remained until the beginning of the sixteenth century, but this trend and
harmony did not last long. The Ottoman Empire changed its policy negatively
towards the ideas of the order, when the Bektashi (Qizilbash) sided with the
Safavid state since the era of Shah Ismail Safavid (1501-1524) against the
Ottoman Sultan Selim | (1512-1520), and described its followers as atheists and
heretics, and based on that, it took Bektashiism turned towards esoteric thought
and concealed its doctrines.

Keywords: Bektashi, origin, historical development, spread
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