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Title: Intellectual and Doctrinal Foundations of Imam al-Bagqir (AS): An Inductive
Study based on Al-Kafi by Al-Kulayni
Abstract:
This article explores the intellectual and doctrinal foundations of Imam al-Baqir
(AS) as mentioned by Sheikh Al-Kulayni in his book Al-Kafi. It covers various
topics related to reason, ignorance, the virtue of knowledge, the rights of scholars,

warning against innovation and misguidance, and forbidding speaking without
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knowledge. Imam al-Bagqir (AS) embodied these intellectual foundations through his
focus on specific subjects that emerged in Sheikh Al-Kulayni's Al-Kafi, as conveyed
through the narrations attributed to him. The general intellectual foundations include
topics such as the importance of reason in belief, the significance of knowledge, and
the obligation to understand religion. On the other hand, the specific doctrinal
foundations address topics such as evidence for the existence of God, knowledge of
divine self and attributes, belief in divine decree and destiny, the finality of
prophethood, the necessity of Imamate, and the Imamate of Imam al-Mahdi (AS).
These intellectual and doctrinal foundations hold great significance in understanding
and grounding Shia beliefs, reflecting Imam al-Baqir's (AS) efforts to develop Shia
thought and enhance faith and knowledge among believers. The narrations
mentioned in Al-Kafi serve as both religious and narrative evidence supporting
these intellectual foundations, affirming their validity and soundness. The study
presents its results in a systematic and scholarly manner, highlighting the similarities
and differences between the doctrinal concepts presented in the book and general
Shia beliefs. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of the intellectual and
doctrinal foundations of Imam al-Bagir (AS) and his role in the development and
establishment of Shia beliefs. It also sheds light on the significance of Al-Kafi in
comprehending the Shia school of thought and grasping its fundamental beliefs.

Keywords: Foundations, Intellectual, Doctrinal, Imam al-Bagqir (AS), Al-Kafi.
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