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Abstract:

The peoples who were under Ottoman rule in the nineteenth century
began to be influenced by the ideas of Western thinkers, some of whom
belonged to these ideas and adopted them. After the fall of the Ottoman

Empire at the end of World War | in 1918 and the formation of several
countries, including Iraq, some educated Iraqis began to form parties with
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a global ideology such as communism and nationalism, and some of them
formed religious parties.

Communist thought developed in Irag and many lraqis joined it and it
became influential in the political arena in Irag. Some of those who
belonged to the party began to promote extremist ideas of communist
thought, for example (religion is the opium of the people) and other ideas
that were not in harmony with the social and religious reality of Iraqg.

The clerics confronted all extremist and alien ideas in the Islamic
society, including the Communist Party’s ideology, to the point of issuing
a fatwa against the party and explicitly declaring it an infidel by the
supreme authority, Muhammad Saeed al-Hakim (may God sanctify his
secret). Even before that, some religious groups were formed to spread
Islamic thought and confront this extremism. Therefore, Najaf al-Ashraf is
one of the main cities that resisted extremist ideas in the modern and
contemporary era.
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