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The Importance of the Crimean Peninsula for the Byzantines and the
Small States of Northern Kipchaks till the 9" C.A.H / 15" C.AD
Asst. prof. Dr. Emad Kamel Marei
University of Mosul / College of Arts

Abstract

The research deals historically with a distinguished geographical location
throughout the ages of medieval, modern and contemporary history, namely the
Crimean Peninsula. Despite its small size, it had a high degree of importance in
the medieval era for the Byzantine Empire and the northern Kipchak states. The
determinants of this importance were identified and monitored through research
and investigation. It became clear that it had geographical, political, economic
and religious importance. It was the sea outlet for both parties to each other’s
property. On this basis, each party tried to exploit this distinguished location to
its advantage, whether through military pressure or through peaceful agreements
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and treaties that benefited both parties. Byzantium succeeded throughout time in
winning the peoples and states of northern Kipchak to its side until the Mongol
Tatars seized it at the beginning of the seventh century AH/thirteenth century
AD. The Byzantine Empire, which was the biggest beneficiary of this location,
sought to use political measures by all means, through which it tried to maintain
its control and presence over the Crimean Peninsula as much as possible. It
represented a watchtower for Byzantium on the movement of the peoples and
countries of northern Kipchak, and an alarm bell if danger approached its
borders. These movements were a source of concern for it, in addition to its
economic importance in providing the markets of northern Kipchak and the
Byzantine Empire with important goods and merchandise. It was also a fertile
ground for preaching Christianity and a solution to Byzantium’s religious and
political problems by exiling those who caused trouble to that island. Therefore,
it worked to have good relations with all the countries located in northern
Kipchak and to use these relations to strike the countries there against each
other on the principle of (divide and conquer) through the privileges it granted
them and the gifts, donations and grants in exchange for the services provided
by those countries to Byzantium, which helped Byzantine influence to remain
for more than twelve centuries in the Crimean Peninsula from the first century
AD to the beginning of the seventh century. AH/13th AD, after this date it lost
all its privileges due to the control of the Mongol Tatars over it.

Keywords: Byzantine Empire, Russians, Khazars, Crimea, Mongols
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